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elections.' The issue is bound to Cc.ne to a showdown be
fore long~ especially since 'the preE3. for July 7th an .. 
nounces that 'Vanguardia ir, nOVi engaged in securing the 
required number of signatures for registration as an 
in~ependent politjcal p~rty under the ' na~e of NATIONAL 
DE!·~OCRATIC PAR'iY (Partido Dem~crata N'acionaJ 1 • 

It is highly probable that ·:iny attempt by VANGUARDI! 
(or whatev~r its successor mal be balled), to seoure formal 
recognition a~ a political p~rty will be contested not only 
by the Jun~ai but also by many indiyiduals and parties 
of varied po itical hue who suffered last ye~r from the 
depredations .of the Vanguardistas. Memories are still too 
fresh to warrant a .pOlic!, of "forget and forg~ve". In 
addition to the purely local politioal aspects of Van
guardia's case, its recent frank admission of communist · 
affiliation (Embassy despatches 266 and 279 of June 21 
and July 6 respectively) has opened the eyes of many who 
in the p~st perhaps had regarded V.~~ardia as a purely 
local political phenomena. ' {}. 

Respectfully yours, 

For the Charg~ d'Affaires, a. 

llex 1. Cohen 
American Vice Consul 

cO': American Embassy. It.anagua 
American Embassy, Teguc1ialpa 
jaerican Embassy. Guatemala 
American Embassy, San Salvador 
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