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With the compliments
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His Majesty’s Legation, Guatemala.
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North@American Department,

Foreign Office,
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BRITISH LEGATION,
GUATEMALA .
54/80/48 22nd October, 1348,

BY KING'S MES SENGER

CONFIDENTI AL

Wy dear Steptoe,

Your letter 3/4/1 o¢ the Ist October in which yoy
ask that I should tell you senething ahout the Ceribbean

2. I have beern mentioning the Caribbean Legion in
despatches for about six months but have never wriitten
much about it Partly because 1 Hnow very little gnd
Partly because | nave little time. The name itselr
"Caribbean Legion® was Probably only invented a few
monihs ago,

Se The line-up of cruniries in Central America ig
Guatemaia, Venezvela and Cuba, who call themselves the
"democratic® Ctumiries, against Wicaragua, Honduras gand
the Dominican Republic, which the Cuatemalansg call the
"dictatep? slates, in the Tuatemalan "democratic® bloc
is now Costa Rica, ang Guatemals glso claims that vexico,
Panamgz and Zcuador are with them, theugh I have Zy dodbts
about this. Salvador 1s BOTe or less in the dictator

bloc, but not-gquite as firmly, and not quite regarded as
2o enemy by the demccratic bloc.

%s The Cariboean “egion is made up of adventurars,
soldiers of fortunme and pelitical exiles. There are some
United States Citizens znd ORE Cr Lwo Zpitigh subjects in
its Since itne Caribbean Legion 13 g wezpon of the
democratic blece the political exiles are therefore gil
frem the dictator blog, i.e., Honduras, ¥lcaragua andg the

minican Republic; men wWhe want to overthrow their
present dictator gevernments so that they can get into
power themselives, fresident Arévalo of Guatemals iz, of
Course, intent on installing his puppet governments sn
that he can contrel all Central America. The “icaraguan
exiles in Guatemala nave a good deal 0f money and use &
1ot of it to Support the Leglon, whien they hope wil}l
send them o power In ticaragua,

S5« & consarvative estimate ¢l the Sirength of the
Legion is 1,000 men, Three hundred and fifty of them
are still in Costg Fica where they went to Putl Figueres
inte power put 1 believe that they are being returned to
Custemala by air this week, There z2re & 1ot of
wncenflirmed rumours that agitztors have Just crodsed the
frontier from Guatemals into Honduras to try to stir up a

revelutitny ..,

X Eut there zre also a number of

Stepice £8g., VeneZuelans, Cubans ang Cthers (presumably
HolMa Minister, also Cuatemalans) who nadturally are not in 5
dritisgh Legation, category of "political exiles" but in that

San Salvador, °f "adventurera,®
EL SALVADLR,

7
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revslution to prevent Manuel Galvez from succeeding
Carias as President, but my information is that these
are all Honduranesn:political exiles——of course abetted
by Arévalo-—and that the Caribbean Leglion as such is not
being used st present,

G, The Legion ie a tool of arévalots and he can
use it to Intervene in any small neighbouring country
which displeases him. If the Legion fails he can preiend
he had nothing to do with 1t, while if it succeeds he
can reap ithe rewards. A4 thousand men might not be very
important except that they have a good deal of money,
Arévalo and cothers supply them with modern arms, help them
with training, and transpori them to any zone cof operations
in Guatemelan military and ciwvilian alrcrafi.

7+ This makes them an effective and mobile weapon,
especially as most of them must be tough fighters. The

purchase and itransportation of munitions is very involved

because all three countiries, Geatemzla, Cubs and Venezuela,
and 1 think also (osta Rica, purchase anything enywhere

they can. For instance, ! heard that when the Venezuelan
training ship "Capane®™ visited Guatemalaz in July, it

landed arms. A4lso | reported some time ago that we believed
that arms of Czechoslovak origin had been brought over the
frontier from MeXYZ8 10 a Government-owned coffee finca
calied "La 3lanca” on the Pacific coast. Ve know of many
Citempls Lo Duy arms in Canada and nave had reports of ~
shipleads arriving from Cuba. Generally these arms seem to!
be X2pt In Cuatemals and to De used in whichever direction |
they wmay be required. rMow much of the arms sent with the
Legion to Costa Rica has been returned to Guatemsla is not
Known but the United States Embassy think that Figueres was
forced to return most but was allowed to pay $120,00C for
those which he said had been lost or damaged.

8. 1 have occasionally sent reports of specific
supplies of munitions and cash made by Arévalo but maay other
ramours I have to discard, especlalliy &s I ¢an never be quite
ceriain whether ihe munilions are being sought for the
Legion or by anti-arévalists who want to siart @ revolution.
411 matters regarding tne Legion are very hush-hush, and
2o collesgue here, except the United States, has gver
mentioned 1§ o me.

%+ The Caribbean Legionaires seem to make their
headquarters here: some may be living as private persons
ang others are Kept on the various coffes fincas, confiscated
from the Germans and now owned by the Uuvatemalan Tovernment,
1f thare is any real headguarters it may be in the Palace
Holel, almost mext door t¢ the chancery of this legeilon.

1C. Tne head of the Legion is General nodriquesz who
is an exile from Trujille's govermment in the Dominican

Repedliciess
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Republic. He also supplied a good Geal of cash. BRut the
United States imbassy are convinced that he will be
supplanted by Juan Zosche Bosch ie alse an exile from
Trujillo, wiih whom he Was once friendly. BSosch is &
friend of Betancourt and it s s2id that he lived in the ©
Presidential} mansion when Betancourt was Presigdent of 4
Venezuela. Betancourt i$ supposed to have been the man
who really started the Legion by supplying aras end cash, !
Soseh is a2 writer and 2 political agitator and it is
important tc note that he is now private E2oretary to _’,,//
Prio Socarrds, the mew President of Cuba,

ile I have for @wonins heard rumours that the Legion
; Was 10 De used for anm attack on Lritish Honduras ang

., “Belice” is, of course, the country which gives me most

L concernas There is little doubt that a coup was planned
ag2inst British lionduras and that we scotched it by sending
ships and troops thers in Febrvary, thus neking the
Guatemalens extremely angry. I do ot believe they have
given up their plans hut they are scared to ¢ anything
now. They could easily send parts of tre Legion to ocCupy
isolated digtricts of British rfionduras, and there were
reporis that they were Proposing to infiltrate them as
iFiftn Columnists,™ but a fuccessful attack wounla have 1o
be done mainly by airp and, since they know we are prepared
for ihis, it makes 1t improbable that they will try 1% on,
The Guatemalans started manoeuvres of airborne landings
eirly this year and have Just started practicing parachute
landings. I saw twelve parachutists drop vesterday with
full eguipment. Two of them were hurt and one, in fect,
Tell on my car! But on the whole it wae g fairiy geod
atlempt in difficuly Circumstances.

12 That is ebout all I know,

13. But perhaps there 1s endugh 1o make it worth
Circulsting this letter, s0 ! shall sene copies ic Broad,
Gerale Yeade, and to San Jose, (L.F,, Yanagua, Tegucigaipa,
Mexico {for the Service Attachés}, Paname, Havana, Ciudad
Trulille, Caracas and the Acting Governor of Aritish Honduras.

14, 1 should bpe grateful if recipients of thie letter
would treat it with discretion., ot only can I not be sure
thet !t is accurate put alsc I find that everything sald
atroad which appears to have 2 Aritish erigin iz attributed
by the Guatemalans to fe. 1Y an acting vice-consut in
Timbuctoo were to Say anything about Guatemals me had read
in the Daily Express it might get back here ansd the
Guatemalans would say 1 said It. The Cuatemalan Government
has 2 very stric: censorship although they vehemently deny it.
Letters are opened; all telegrams are examined, and press
telegrams sometimes refused. It is sald that they have a
comparatively large organization fer trying to hreak codes.
#hen I use air meil vor any destinatkon 1 do it on the

assemption...
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assumption that the letter will be cpened. Vie reglister

such letters because we think that if the Guatemalans
of opening the letter, or cannot understand
the contents, they may not send it °n. 1 am often
because friends and business acquaintances
through the mail which centain what musi
appear to them to bhe harmless comment on affa

meke a mess

exbarrassed
send letters

but which thr
surrepti tiosy
am & danger.
that comes o

complaint.

e Cuatemalans, reading tne letters

sly, douistless consider as evidegnce that

I am watched 1ike a hawk ang eve

r's here

LS

Tything

ul from eny Britisn Sources, including the
Press, is atiributed to me, often correctliy.
instance, a =jld Jeke akout a Suatemalan parachute
Talling on 2y car could well he variously inte
=y esplonage, my fanciful reporting, my ridiey
Guatemalan army or my irying to find zdded gro

Or they could invent something els

Yours BVEar,

{(WeHe Gallienne)
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ling the
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