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SrmJECT~ Outlawing of' Vanguardia Popular Party. 
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I ~e the hono'r to refoT to the Embassy's despatch 
No. 356 of July 19 j 1948, transmitting the text of Decree­
Law No. 105 of the Ju.nta, by m.eans of which ViD.iGUARDIA 
POPULAR was proscribed .in costa Rica .. 

The O):1'lcda.l Gazette to !.' ~ruly 29th PUblish~Decree­
Law No. 118 of' July 27th D add.Lng an eighth arti.cle to the 
original Law» a translatlon of 1.vhic11 reads as follows ~ 

ttArticle 80 Those articles of the Chapter on 
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Indi vidual Gua.ran tees of t he derogated poli t lca1 Cons­
titution, the provisional restoration of whioh was pro'" 
.ffiulgated by virtue of De Gree-Law No. 1. of May 8th of the 
current year, are hereby derogat ed insofar as they are 
opposed to t.he pre sen t DE. (' 1'68-Law" • 

The fot'egoing article appears to have been dec .reed fol' 
the specific purpose of counteracting a tendency wh.ich be­
came evident during a session of the Suprem.e Court on July 
27th in which the applications for writs of Habe.as Corpus 
for former VANGUARDIA leaders mentioned in the Embassy's 
airgram 241 of duly 2.3rd were being considered. Although 
the writs were denied by the Court by a majority decision, 
a minority de ois1.on by dissenting just;ices held that (a) 
while Decree-Law 105 prohibits militant membershIp in speci­
fied organizations » it does not prohibit the maintenance of 
any specific philosophy or ideology; and ~ (b) that the ap­
plicants could not, physically be delinQuen~s because they 
had been under arrest sinee long before the p.romulgation of 
Decree-Law 105 and that hence their current arrest by order 
of the Court of Immediate Sanct1.ons presupposed retroacti-ve­
ness of D6 eree ·~·LaVl Noo 105" 

As stated, while. the ap}!lications were rejected by a 
majority vote of the court, ~ the dissent ing opi nipns indicated 
a possible m.eans of circumventing the intent an~'puiYfse 
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of Decree-Law 105 and t he refore th i s loophole was quickly 
plugged. 
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For the Charg~ d'Affaires, aaio 

Alex A~ dohs"n " - . 
~lmerican Vice Consul 
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