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" ri::-:L: Wa'll.l'l&ton'~_ . •• :::_.;-.j · 11/11/0 .., 1 ~ I 
. 'i .... . .I have' the honor. to transmit herE;.ith a detailed report 

. prepared at my .request by Third Secr.etary Livingston.'D" Wa'troua ; 
on the Centro para !!. Estud10 ~ Problemas Nacionales, . a nori-Y , 
partisan civic organization compos'ed ot young Costa Rican busi
ness and professional men, which is endeavoring to bring a 
scientific viewpoint to the study of the social, economic and 
political .problems of Costa Rica. As Mr. Watrous' report points 
out, the Centro represents one of the few organizat1ons w1th a 
concrete program for the welfare of tbe oountry. The Centro 1s 

. also endeavoring to introduce a party or institutional approach 
to polit1~s here, which, as the Department is aware, customarily 
revolve around individuals. While the present influence of the 

.....,. .. _-""" -,...."' .. =..... tro is perhaps not great, it 'is steadily bringing its view-
~ ints to the a ttention of the public here and it may well evolve 

.. q::; 0 an organism. of definite political importance in the future. 
.. ~: i;.; this reason, it is believed the Depirtment will find Mr. 
.; ~ , excellent study of considerable value. 
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'FJl.. C armo .PM{A EL ~~)TUDIO DE 

PHOBLJ:;]'<}A6 Nj, CIOUALH3 

PrepQr~~ by Livingston Do ~atrous 
1 

HIDTORY fiHD OHGMJIZNl'ION . . 

'1'he present Centro IJaru RIEstudio de Problemas 
Nacionales (Center for the ~)tudy of National .J'roblems) 
is the outgrowth of an idea conceived, eo.rly in 1940, 
by a. group of young Costn lUc.an intellectuals and law 
students~ '1'111s group, l'ortui tously thrown toe.ether by 
the cornmon al~e of its mOlilbers J was fur ther inteSl'hted 
by theil' discovery thut t 'lley slLared lu.rgely siillilar 
(itti tudes conper ning' the poli t iCcll una ecollOluic affairs 
01' COHta Rica. Jua.ongthose who were- u t that time study-
1n~ 8. U 'Uli8 l~tluu'tilu d.e lJoraobo (Law :.lohool) and who felt 
ttle unify iIlG force of their cOl:IDlUni ty of int.er(~sts were 
numbered . the 1'ollovlin~: Gabriel . DOBJ,J':":S, 
Gonzal'o FACIO Segredu., rlgo .B~j\CIO Brenes Duniel 
ODUBLH, , Jorge ROSSI J Fer nu 0 l! ) ;:\ ' ;~J ~., lierno.n GCm-
1.:.,AL.:.!.:Z ' Gutierrez, and Alberto CJu,jdo 'l'l1eso, joilied by 
Iso.I.IC A~~OFi':Ili'j" Hoberto It'Ml\1i~NJJ!';~ '~ lJur.uIL, CWI1PO PALACIlTO 
6. J Hafael ~U~lIGi, T., Alvuro GON~.J~L'I;;Z iJlvarud.o, and 
Oton ACO..j'l'li. ,TLJlenez, were tlle nucleus from which the 
Centro was to ~rowo 

One of the salient characterintics of this group 
is tlla t they alI:lost all are :fron well known Costa lUcan 
families, . Which as:.mres ther:! attention fro!J a t least 
the upper stratwu of this country's social structure., 

.. 1\180, rreny ' o:f ti18IU are independently wealthy or are 
frOII! wealthy l'a.lJiilie~·: , and it ·must be Lept in oind that 
the politicul and economic history of Costa Hica has up 
to tile present been i'nfluonced to no sluall -d.egree by 
the attituue of '011e wel.::l.lthy and socially prominent olass o 

:Finally. '-he group was nnd is yOUll f ~, e:;ctl'eH~ely intelli
gent, and. c.t1)parently entirely sincere c 

The 14ain factor wlliuh brouellt tile Centro into ' bei~g ~~<;\; <:': 
as a unified ent.i ty was the eomUWIl conv iction 0 r i ts : ~ 1;',.'; . 

:found ers ·thut no lila terial progress co uld be achieved to
wards lliuking Costu T{ica a 'proerossive and stfible doI.lo-
cracy without a clearly defined policy in economic and 

political 
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. . 1 fiolds and wi t 'lloUt, the int-elligen t udminis.
P~l~~lOa"'t~ 'Ub11~ ' H fttl .tr ~ by 110lltHiti ~n(b t}nJ.leJ~t~ned , 
trc. tlC..1ll v l' ' tl ' " ·th t "'0 (·tu Hica h~ d o.t' r :t. u~. ;l. a. ::Yhew shal'nd , ' ~e . OPlr1l0~ . U \.~''J (1 

1~fered' .'rom un eKees:; 01 pe1'86IlUl.!.UmS , ·~hi"1i 1 101 , 1;bld~ . 
SU c . ' CI '~S' of uction :wd too often been illrluene~d by. ' 
its cQuI'.... . . . . . ' l' ·t' , b - '1 <> I· ·' ·' f LltJll- ' ohal reason~;, hnd J.ts po 1 lCb Y l) erSO~lU u lu. o;;.u . 

i>el"~ " etions ' . They believed thut corruptl0n Vias sap
l~ C.r0~~~ stren~th of the body pOlit l.c. I'hcy reI t . that 
p
ln

b no co
o

n·tl'rl ·'·' t.y to b'inu. to~ether the succeeding there VHJ.:; ""'.0 ~ .. . 
' rI . ' ; '. t 'ratl' on u ';"L"'Y believecl that public opinion was au.lll J Ill. S , . "'. . ..... , ... . . • 

. , ' °b . · l..f · sU I"'1'1' C'; e(1t1y inforlned and aroused over the lm-nov elJ :...> .1. ... , 1 thO 
,(,irtarrli ,f ssues of ti;J e clay,. and Daw n~ reason . w 1Y ). lS 
~t.lOuld 110t be, done , In uhor,t, ' th~y .. tllought thn~ tl~e 
o· 1 . d Q(1I1l'e to I' ~place the tra:di ti.bn~l. @pvcrrUhcnt · of "lme 11), . 

men by c ne of laws, 

.At first the De E..t.tues of th~ gr~up were entirely 
inforrr.al, · but .as ~/ 'l ey ~ OU~~ that thel,r opinions wer,e be-
• t!, oryst:allized t lley declaed ' to be co-me : a :pe:rm~nent : 
~~dY ~r. li v.orlc tC".'1 l.pds ~ dei'ini te goal... Accordlngly on 
the fi::st of Ml'~I'( ! l, lY40 ,.· t)1ey set . t~lemselves up as the 
Centro ParaEl }~~:~ud;io De 1?.r0blemul.l l'faci,pnales. 8?d out
lined for 'ChemF'~;Lres , i.t c0tl9re te proGrfw~6 In ~ ssenoe, 
their plan' yr ,j ''Lo 2pena, the f~rst yeur of ,thelr corporate 
existenca ; :~ · s~U~;'I ~ . t 'hen to spend two tents in publiclz .. 
inl7thtl'~' ~ flndlng ~ a nd drawi'olg up a platfor.o~ ,an(1 in the 
fo~r t' year to lauI.')~. a natric1nal political port Yo ' 

FrOfi1. the beginni ng of th '~ . organization, the Centro 
.' J.:! S had the active sU.?port' of two well kno"m figures in 
Costa ' Rica ' .s. intellectl!al worl(t, Pro.f'essor Roberto BR!~NES 
Menen', aild Licencindo 'EIullio V.~LVERDE · Vega . '.rhe 'former, 
formorlyMinister of Educa tionin the COS1iU 'L1ican Govern-.. 
ment and for over twenty yoai·s a professor in Northwestern 
Vniversity, is one oi" . trie outstanding J,ibf3rals active in 
11i q. countrY'spo.l,itieal scene ', although hi.s cynical and 
anti.,.Churcll point of view has· decreased his importan·ce 0 

liiQ Yeats ', ofresi d~nce inthe. Uuited States, however, 
cou·pl~d with his iIl~~rest· tn ·politics. have r 'end!3red him 
farlliliarwith the best of Li'qeral tl1ou~nt, ~ncl it has been 
his inflUence as much as ·that . of uny '9ue man wh.ich can be 
said to llave ·orient.ed the views of the Co·ntX'o. l\Ioreove:r:,. 
11& tpok an activ~ part ih encouraging the group's 6rga~i~ 
zation, and 118.3 besnoue of its staunchet?t ~l.tpPQrt:E}l·$ t.~~~ 
the past throe yea~s of its exi.stence~ '. 

Licenclado BlJlilio Valverde, a professor at the 3.!!
cuelade Derecho ~ has also aided the' CHntro in i t-s stru.ge;l e 
1:0 p;t'.o.minence Q . .h.wi turnlized Costa Rican of :">l?Cl nish . origin, 
he ig known to politlcB.l observerB a.s beiH£.!; well Le1't of' 
Center I and by some is suspected ·o·f hav iug Communist lean
inC; s • . In view, however, of the position tak en by ~lle 
Centro in ·regard to COIU.lliI.lIlislli; which -i'.s ' discussen later', 
thill is iicit conside~ed :1 ikely~ otl;lers reel that Valver de 
hopes .to t(J.e.k~ use" fit" his~ .friert.~ shilj w.l til the Centro to 

r ·utt.ner 

I 

.1 
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further his own pol'itical ambitions, but this is of course 
impossi ble of s ubstaIlti:,~ tion. ~ ;ha tis certain in that he 

been u steady supporter 01' the Gentro's P9licies, and 
aided in its publishing enterprises throu~h l:t publish

in~ house in which he has an interest. 

The quanti tati ve growth 01' the Centro in the three 
years since its inception has been slow but steady, until 
1 t ilQW ~Djoys a NCm"QerBL,i,p of ~)er'haps two l.LUlldr~do The 
Ihel1lbura have been curefully selected, and the ol~1gi.tlal 
oh8.~aoter16'C.te5 6'.t youeh anti. i.u\)6~1.86'bUtl.~ b. 'b1a.ti~Ul1Utl.'b llU'V" 
been oaintuinedo The ;Jlembers are for the Iuost part ' in 
their late twenties or early thirties. 

'\/1111e the Gen tro was luunclied wi tll no formal charter 
or constitution, a set of rules hus Brown up wi th time; 
th un the members are divided into two categories , active 
and reguluro The active IHerubers', nUIl1bering about forty, 
are those who have been fl.lelllbern of tIle Gentro for at leust 
a yef:J..r, or who have perfor.hled. such vlOrk thut tile l\ssombly 
of Acti va .i~; erubors shull have liltlde them e.cti ve me.t:l'berp. Tl~e 
o~~;i.\"i\~~ IHGmbe;rril Q~Q Q,!Q1QQ'ijQQ to oa1'1'., Gut suell pr eJects as 
are assi~ne<l them, with the prospect of ' becoming active 
members after a year Q 

In the ,[E.st six lllonths the Centro has or~allized "Sec .... 
tions" in the ci ties of Carta go , 'Heredia, and Puntarenas; 
while these are still sr:Hill numerically, un- endeavor ha.a 
been made to obtain 'the membership of t.he outstanding 
young men 01' 'those localities, undoubtedly with an eye to 
the Gentro' s f uture political plans.. "Sections" are also 
to be orgen1zed in other ,(litie,s und towns when Hufl'ioient 
interest 1,laIlii'cB ts i taelf OJ 

Tho or <.:~anizl:ttional structure of the t;entro is worth 
examinatiion, for it shows not only the formal Illanner by 
which the unit is Illude operative, but also indicates in 
whut directions lie its principal interests o 1/ There is 
first the Centro de ~ntudios (Center of Gtudies), which 

, cO.1uprises all the members of the groupo. '.rhis body, which 
meets once a week, is divided into "co.l!lIl1issions" for the 
purpose of specialized study; the "COlilmisnions", with their 
chie fs, are as follows: ' 

Agriculture, 

11 A thorough exposition of ~he body's argani~ation may be 
fOWld in Surco J No. 39. September J 1 <J43 J pp. 5-6 
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iie;riculture, ImiustriMi und Public 'dorks!" 
ii:ngineer Luis Antonio VILULOB00~' 

Social and 1!;conom.i~ Affairs: 
Licellciadci Rodrigo FACIO BrenBs o' 

FilllH109·, Banking and .. ,COliL..i~r?e: 
Hafael .All:)erto :GUHIG1\ T.r1st·un o 

.Educat·ion: 
Profe ssor Carlos Ll0nGI~ id1'aro 0 

Internal Government and · Legislati'on: 
Licellciado Arnoldo: J"IMB1"l"JI;Z i:avale'ta.-

ltoreign. Af.fair's: 
' J.Jlc·enclado :F'el'nan'do FOURNDH l\cUua/l 

Heal'lih~ 
L1cerwiarlo Heo'lior Vrnl).l~S/) . 

I ' 
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The s~c6nd org&ni zationul body is the l\salnblea de . 
~!1enbro s, Acti vos (Assombly of .Acti ve l" ,:embersJ " whid.h7a:s 
men',:.ioned above). cOllipr isen those n~ember.s who ' huve been 
acttve ovel~ ·the period of a year" or .those meintier~, who have 
in S0111e way particularly di stinguished theJusel ves in ' the ' 
ser','ice of, the Gerrtro:o 111.e' function' of the Assembly is 
tha'v of tl.lO ",Supreme direction of the mo,voro.ent".. It upproves 
the publicat ion s, and 8.l?siBliS lile.mp ers their v~r lous du tie 5 '0 

'rhe internal or~b.l1izatioll of '~llo Goatro is regulat'ed by a 

fi'l j ,'; I ! 
I· 
•• 1 '1 t 

,TUIl ~~ bi:t>~~Ha V~ (P:i.;!;'QQ 't; j,.VQ HO;iJ.rd r picked frow the Assembly,· 
one0 u yeiJ:::'; at the present time. the president 0-£ tho Junta 
is :orge R)ssi Cha varrfa l ' tli8 Vice Pre sident l.uis AIltonio 
Vil:,ulobou, the ~:>ecrGtary r\~flnuol j',ntorito ( JJ:i~":Jf, riA, and the 
Tre.;. sur ep Jaime j:.LLEN' Garro 0 

T~l gomi te i~Jo. cuti yo (Xi:ecuti vo. C'orami ttee) is composed 
of Eight active l;lomber's ele{lted bJ the fissemhly .1'01' a year," 
tUid is r.~sponsible· to that body for the carryIng out of the' 
pr'Oe[,nI1J. of t'ile Gent ,ro. l\t the prez!,mt time i.:o he members of 

' tl1e'!Jxc,uti v-e C.orilini ttee; VYit.tl their duties, ure as fo 'llows ': 

ot·')ri l\COSTb Jimenez 
Director' 01.' Publicat iOli~ in ' the Diarl0 de Costa Rica 

1\.1 berto F,; GiiEA3 
Dir'eetor 01' radio 'pJ:,6~rU ir.LS, and Secre tary of the 
'CoL1llli t tea /I 

IJicenciado Paul c:l:iAVJt..:RRI H(ldriguez 
I 
'I 
i 

Director of Publicat5,on~1 in La Hora . 

Ljcend.ado Hodrigo Fj~l'Ib Dl'HneS- --- I' 
Director o,r ' ~)ect:i.011S, ann coordinut or of the Gommi ttee 9 ), 

I.icenciado , 
;, 
i' 

[' 
'I 

. 1 
11 
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Licenciado Gonzalo l!'ilGIO :>egreda 
Director of GOIauis:Jions 01' the venter of ~)tudioa. . . 

Gerardo ,lI'J:;HnJdm.c;j~ Dur~n 
.D!ractur Or tne lllfl!$t1zine Durco. 

Pr01'essor Garlos t~ONGE 1,11"aro 
Director of I'ropaganda o 

Hafael Alberto .ZUNrCll Tristan 
Director of the cooperative Eovement 0 

,{hile i'roL the fore ,~oin~ it miGht appear that the 
structure of the centro is over-ol:e.-;tinized., in practice it. 
seeLilS to fUIlction with a L.igh dee~'t'eeof cohesive efficiency 0 

Furtililly doubtle:;Js, this is attributable to the foct that 
t.h. key l>~si tiona tire ill. the hano.s of u few per sons, and it 
is these persons who h£j~G U~kan ~ctive char~e of the organi
zation since its inception o 

The collection of l'undf" so often the cause of diffi
CUlties in such enterprises, hus not been a serious problem 
for the Centro 0 '.l'hure j I; no initiation fee for membership, 
nor do lJwmbers ' pay a i'i:~ed qu,::>ta flfter joiniugj according 
to one of the directors or thEl movoment, each member must 

'!auke a monthly contri bUuioil 01' u t least 011 e colon (approxi
mutely ;;;0 ~ 18) • Hecuu~',:, as s ta tc;,u ti bove, many 01' the mem
bers are wealthy thl" llt1thod Sufl.ices to in~ure the moderate 
operating eXperH'HHS ..If ·I:.h .. 01"Luudztltion. .l\t the present time 
tiheir disburse.uLen.r..:l ara not hetivy. for their newopaper pu.bli
city is carried. ,n without cost, and the inonthly magazine, 
Jurco is selj' ,;;up]Jorting by reC.won of its paid udvertisineo 
I ti is' probap~~, in fact, that the orgonization is slowly ao
curo.ula tirl:! 4 surplus upon Which to ura.w When tho Centro. 
aC1.i vely Jilters the political arena o. 

lit the moment the Centro employs four methods of publi
cizin~ the results of its investigations and studieso These 
are, ~n the chronological order of their appearance, a .monthly 
magazine, a weekly newspaper commentary, published works on 
specific questions, and a weekly radio program

o 

Surco, the monthly review which is · edi ted by ·the Centro, 
and whiCh serves as an Official mouthpiece for the .m.ovement, 
was starteu by a group of the members of the Centro but was 
at first entirely ullconnected with that groupo Th~ original 
i~ea, a'tI:llttedly that or Professor Roberto BRr~H.l!;S J.:esen, was· 
tne founding of' a fortnigHtly rf.)view to be concerned with 
cultural ~nd intellectual unteJ;"i8,l. The project was carried 
~nto effect by a haIr dozen youne intellectuals of San Jose, 
III corup~y vii til ti Similarly interested group of' nan Hamon, 
and on .:lel!tember 15, 1:140 tIlt; rirst nwuber was publiulled. At 
tl!e sugGosliion 01' Profeasor Isaao l\~01nU.l!·i~ the name ~urco 
(1. tiL'row) vro~ bestowed upon it, to symbolize the Opollint.' and 
development 0'f a :finer cultural l'ield in CO:Jttl Rican thouGht. 

The 
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. TIle , :po~t-icipants,. in ~>an I~Hln6n, howi.. ver • . 1Q,st · interest 
, gro.due.~ly . i .n the ~~~artfL}~~I:l$,.' UllU tp,e ciir'oction "of tllO re~ , 
vi~'y . p~sse'd . increa~~uBl~~ ~nt'o' the hands of , the s~n Joa& ' 
ofiWl , 6.'11 or ' wl10111 were l,en tr1stus c/ . In January, 1941, nc'" 
cordiIJrsly,. . the (;cntro de"bidod ·to , take over the publicut1.Qll 
anul1lake. of it· their ofl~icittl mouthpiece. In .feOruury of 
tl1ti ·.sa'I!.1e: y.euruppoo:red .. nuHb"er nine of ·the review, which 'wus 
su bti tIed ,i~he organ of tr.-e Centro puru e1 Estudio de Pro-
blemas Nac}ollules" ~ 

l!'rOJll ',jhe orlginai co-;''Y, with sixteen pages and a print.,.; 
in~~ 0 f two hundr ed a?,d f ift.yco?i? s, , Surco has grown' to- the 
Doint whore it now encompasses Thj.rty or for'ty pa~es, has 
~i.lC hundr{)d subscribers. ,~m'4 s~l~.s ' some ~w.o thQusuud c,!ples 
on the 6tundB each mon~h~ II~1v " dual copies are sold 101' 
colones 0~20 (approximat~l'l ~~O.O~}, and ··a yearly subscrip,
tionis orUli nubla 1:01' !?2l:~ 2 00\) Cappr·oximate).y ':;;;0 0 3~} 0 . 

Six or $e~en ' pnges of udve,rti .slnt~ (\"e carried, and th:l.s~· 
together y,ith ttl'e 'paid circulutioIl, ,meets the contn of 
:publica tic'p.. 

Eaoh e eli, t lon of the .llI.lgo.zine ol.lries 'l:lll edi to;ria1 1 

which is ·.40 of 1'i cial "l~.n.e·" of the -;eiltr'&',: on some s~pje at ', 
'.IThich tWos been cliosen' and liSCl.,ls~ed , l'y thc '--melll''Pers, beforehand. 
The, edi to'C'lal muy tuh. e tj-.. e 1'or111 ,of Ol\.t icism : oj:' ~.ome :ph~lt;e 
of Costa f{ichn politice.~· -or eO,onosn.iQ 'J .1"u, or i't tJw~'; 1)6 a 0.1dac
tic essay o'n some re.t'o:r·u the adoption of which the Centro is ' 

, (:url"ently a(~vocatcing~ 

The remaini ',G ~iA to , £. ' dozen artj,.(.\·"\s are ostensibly r ·e
flecti6n~ oftI-,; \'~rl ~e:r:s 1 • per'sonal opini0l.s and viewpoints, 
'JUt in pn!.ct~.;e ttl.e m& 'jorlty of' them. ar<3 V11i.tten by Centristas, 
und are j!.L ,-coord wj,. th the po).icy of th 3 .:~rVlD 'as a whole,o The 
'jit.leso~ e}'e~~ of the t::;.l'ti?les Iil;:lY serv-; · to '\ ndicat,e alqn'g 
whut line' ... nelr· attenti(.'n J.S fQcuss '~<lo 

-r. ' oS , Ci"2.~cepciunes de, i)(\!liocr&ciu (1"#o Conc(-}pt~ ,,)ns of 
Del:.ocracy), by Ot6n ACO~)'l'J0,;' 'No. Z~ l , h1)1' il ; 1942 0 _ 

Hellubil~ ,t!icJ611 fiscal (1"j.3cal Rehabi11 totion) J ~v 
'Lic,QiIciado H:3.1'ae1 AUGel HOJbS, ' No. 2.), ' t~uy, ~,~}tZ" 

Desarrollo Uf'J It:;.,s Cooper8.tivo~ en diverBos paises 
, eurol'eos t1>evolopment of Cooperatives in Vuriou<:; 

lCuropean Countries), ' by Liceuciado r .. milio VJ\L~~hl)::E. 
NQ. 31, tTUIlUfJt'y, 19430 . ' 

Un progruma ' costarrlcense de Rectii'icaciones }~coriimicas 
(II) {l\ Costa P,ican PrOerWJL :of ::::conomic Heot;-1.ficat1.on)) 
by H9dri~o F/~GIO, No. )9, September, 1943.. ' ' 

, Poems ~nd li tOHU'Y criti cism appear from time to liiltle 
but tllE;: 1fone is (--,;enerally Ctlong the lines indicated ab()V'e/ 
A~so, s,ome il1terviewsare prillte·u, .as wl,tness the 'one "i~h 
VJ.cen te, L01~nM,mO 'i'olHtiallo, . the Eoxicun labor leuder, iJ:. No, 

~. Jo.nuary" 1)l4J?, InfrBquen~ly truLlsl(.l.tions are made .. of' 
art1.cles by ll.cner.i'.cun writers 'on ' po1i ti 00.1 ' and economic events, 
9uch ~s ~iul ter Lippma.p . .I~o 
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~8rly in 1942 the Centro amplified its public criticism 
by publioGhing once a week a column in the Diario de Costa 
Hica and. fi column in La Hora, 8nn Jose morning and evening 
papers~ The(;e columns, under the byline Accioa del Centro, 
were made ponsiblo by Sr. Otilio U:W~'l']~, owner-editor of tEe 
pt,pers, who permitted. the Centro to use the column once u · 
week without charge • . i.ioreover, wt".Lenever any event of out
atuna,1ng §i(9~;i.;rlg@,uc~ .occurs in Costa Rica, such as, for 
e~a."1i.pJ.e. the pI:I.ssuee oi' the reoent Labor Code, the Centro 
is granten extra spuce in which to give its unulysis or the 
event .. 

'1'1.1e pUblications in the press differ 1'1'01,1 those of 0urCO 
lliuillly in that ttley ar e less detailed studies or a generat 
nature than they ar e co1llli :entaries on local poli tical and 
economic phenomena or current interest. Thus they are less 
scholarly, but for the average reader they ·have perhaps more 
appeal, in that they deal with events of the local scene which 
are ·the news items of the moment, 

The third met)lod by which the Centro presents its case 
to the public is known as the Editorial 8urco o Under this 
headine the Centro from tiI1le to time publinhes sOlllewhat more 
lenethy studies upon speciffc phases of ~osta Rican lifeo 
'rhe first study so to appear, published. in 1942, was Estudio 
.3obre ECOl101ll1U Costerricense (Study of Costa ~ican ';i;conomy), 
by Rodrigo FJ~CIOo '1'11is work, on the ' basis or which Sr. Facio 
wa.s awarded the titlo 01' lioellciado by the L~w :3chool in 
OCGober, 1')41. is fJ. detailed analysis. SOllie 175 pages lonep 
which treats the economy of Costa Hica froIn colonial times 
to the present dayo It includes u ,suggested platform for the 
econOIolic deve lopment ot: ~os to' Rioa in line with the tan.ets of 
the Centro J and the work has been adopted by the r,roup as the 
cornerstone on which it hopes to erect a more orJerly national 
economy. The book, the contents of which are discussed below, 
shows thorou~h economic training and sound scholarship; it can 
safely be said that it is ruuone the best thought out and most 
stDnulating recent native works on the SUbject. 

'rhe second publication of Editorial Surco. by no Lleans 
as ambitious as the iirf1t, is also by Sr. Ji'acio; it is a Bluall 
pamphlet entitled iU Centro ante Las Garantias ~ocifiles (The 
Centro and 00cial Guarantees) adumbruting the Centro's posi
tion relative to S01:.e of the social legisla tion of President 
CilLDEHON Guardia's aciruinistrution. This }>H1nphlet appeared 
early in 1';}4)0 

These publications appear at no regular interval, and of 
course require more prepuration than do either the maeazine 
or newspaper urticles. l\.ccorc!ine to dr. Paclo. however, 
rurther pUblications of ~ditorial 3urco are in the process 
of study and proparation'. 

The fourth method employed by the Centro to propa~andize 
its viewpoint is the radio.. For approximately the past six 
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months radio station Lv. Vo'£. de Ie. Deli!OCracia (The Voice of 
Democracy) has granteci the orgaru'£.ation a free 11alf hour on 
Lila air between 7:00 and ~:JO p.m. every Thursday evening. 
VaIi() u~ ~1peaters ot' the Con tro utilize thi s t i me to discuss 
CUl,'rent topius; tHe 'talks serve to GUpplCJ1,lent the artic:les 
widcll appear in the press, and ure eenerc:..lly COIlC erned wi ttl 
similar tllEH.les .. , ' ,I'\ls 0, because the Centro h a s been increas
ingly critical of the present administration, the radio sta
tion 'ritania, which is again in operation a l ter the atte ck 
on it 01' a few Iaonths ugo, IH1D granted the Centro the privi
lege of usine its microphone' at any time it wishes. No 
cllurgs is D.iade for any time so used by the Cell tro 0 

It will be seen from the above that the Centro hus suc
cessfully assured i tsel!' a hearinG through the vur-ious media 
ui/uila blch 'rl1roueh press, mt\gU7..illOn, books, fwd radio its 
lIUHtQ"~A ;i s g(\rra.9d to f:l. 4!ll'9w;i.na uud1enctl. It is hoped, of 
course" by the Cent.ristas that evnntually their audience will 
be sufficiently enlarged Hnd that positive action favorable 
tot.heir cause may resulto 

POLITIGAL lnEOLOnY OF THE C---:NTRO 

The general political orientl::l.tion of the Centro might be 
said. to be sliglltly Left of Center. Its complexion Inay per
haps 'best be described as Nineteenth century tiberalism par
tielly If,odi.fied by 3cicntit'ic :30cil:llisnl" i?or, as its name 
indicates, lJ funda.r:;.ental tenet of the movement is that all 
political and economic p.uenoIiH:,ma are to be scientifically 
studied before tho cQurse of the body politic is to be charted. 
Implied, moreover, is a faith in the digni ty of man and the 
need for t'reedoLl and equality for all men. i ,gain as it s name 
in<lic,ateG, its r,lain field 01' illterest is Co~-:\ta Iaea; while 
world events I:1w.1 moveliLents are closely followed, they are not 
of interest per ~but rather are stuuied with a view towards 
thDir probabJ,e influence on, und possible inteerution wi th~ 
!:ihe (.;osta uicall Deena. Thus we may quickly sketch the posi·
tion of' the (.;entro in r e gard to \flOrId uffair So 

Yirst of Elll it should be Hoted that its attitude is 
war.taly pro-jUtle:rican~ In- part this ' is explicable by the fact 
thut many of its Llembers ,have either studied in the Uni ted 
~ta tes or have at SOLle time lived there. j;ncl because they 
are well educated and intellectually curious they are farni
liClr with, and to some extent nat.ul'ully influenced by., the 
best recent American l .. iberal thouGht. Being young, they have 
grown up in the l'.:ra of the' Good ~\.reigh bor, and are appreciative 
of the United Stu tes t recogni tiOD of the coming of age of 
Latin ilmerica. lJonetheless, thiG attitude does not preclude 
their , looking cri ticu..lly at any.aetivity of ours which' mie;ht 
be construed an an a ttempt to buy friendship below the Border" 
'l'heir disapproval of the traditional "Yankee Iruperialism" will 
be discussed bolowo 

The 
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'I.'he Gerl't;ro 1:'ealize~. tl.at ~ecHUse 01' its l' 
in s1z(( and At].'eugth Goo~a H;c~ O!tiiIlot, EJ.Spire :1 t~tl1ons 
leadersha.p i,n ' poli'lifeal af'tull'n. It ItlUut 0 \'\O~ d 
low the lead 01' tho , UlILtel State , in' rel:l.!"ti;r il~gQ,gt;):L-t~ ..ro~_ 
events, and to thispt,::;i1/io'nlihe ~ntro ~'s ~~g , 0 v,?rld 
al\vuys provided - , und nbout ,tb.ts 'Ley :feel d~llY l'econc'~led, 
Vr!ited :3tl;tes does ~~ot_~e~u~n to a ):o,rit:/d, 01' ?PIY

r 
~. that 'the 

lowing ttll~ wttr as It ll.d alter, the 1 i1,8to TlIIS~lat-?o~ 1'01-
altho.ugh lIttle touchelI. in j.~s teclu· 'Jl"l EJ,3)e e ... ar

o 
e.flort, · 

ed 1'u1lyo ,L\n officer ' (,1' 1jh~ Ge~ltr(j l l» .,t . . t cts, .. l.S SUPPOl't .. 
reJ.atin.e. '~o the p<;mt war olgnuizc.-tiol of \~ e,~ '~hat preble'Ins 
,sently beIng studIed., but '10 date 110 ' ronour~, Ol:~ are pre
Inade on tl1.e subjecto, ' has bean 

, ,yls-a ... vl~ thoAfreque.\tily o.1tHH10M.l llr01?(.)sit~~~olta.l\''
polit~cal unitica~lon q! 1entra~ Amerl?a, thA G~o.n in Behel 
the stand, wbich IS t;vpJO',11 0 of ~ost8. ~J_C&,n op~nJ, ) esent time 
that t :he ide'a is excell~JJt l.l~ theory bu~ a~ . the i r e could 
unrealizable in pIO&ctiC'c • They fe'eI thnt tn~ s~ l:to.re this 
only beacco.mplished ' by ;; fUBio.rl oJ: peo.ples, an t 1 America 

' would be possible, thE; v3ciO,lJS govb'::."l1nH~n~s' of Ge~ ~~c .tator-
weuld ,he. ve t ,e r'elinqui o?h their charuoter.l.~'tI~CB ~ urrenoe 
shj.po.· ::>iIicei t i1) fe 14 Vlat . this is all unlJ.ksly' ocC tion in t1H~ near l'Hture, J the' rl~;l,t '~er. ·is ei:ven 11 'ttle 'atten , 0 

, ' " ' tio~ , .~ ... tr- has been its 
o Onff of t,'hu ~OJl).illQJ.'lt f.t~1tudeB O! ~le ', ... eu· Q '='inoe i .ts 

COlls1steut ,and b'lt tar OppC,s1 tloa~? voro.rrn.itn,lrun. " ,") a of' the 
inception, and unlike inf:.ny y~u~~ ~ItfJell~~.~ ,~U·tl i~ri.t~ denuncia-. 
p:e~ent era, the Centro has been l.l'.l~qu.i vo,~.~ ,. nal or local. 
tl.o.n of fH),Y form. o.f COIllmurii sm, whetn.ef . ~tl_,e.'l. n~ti ~bJ lC~~.i n8 ~ . 
A considerable par t of the Gon~l'o 's ~r06fOl~, :'?! S :"'cIJ. tudes of 
been devoted to tho denulloiation of thl.) act:~ ~~<er, J~anuel 
th~CownuIl.ist. l'nrty in Costa Hies., ~d _~:S_~0 USt diminished 
loilOR11. 'l'hls hosti;l:ity ~s Y.lr-f-: t~ - VulivuurdiH l)opulnr and,. in 
by the IJurty's ch~ne~ .',;J.L n~le'r'til"!iP;tion lIL the election 
effect, the " j.?ur~y·s , .pr.~Hle~t ' ~~vernme nt forces hHS 0 had ' the 0 

oWllpaign 011 the ~1do, ot t e t , 'c ' ~ativities to .<llscredlt It' • . 
e .f,feO~ , 'ttl' red·ouf1~ :~~·'!1li~h:,~ef.i [?, in thiS direction i~ a ' pamph-

1 +' L l \.\ ~ u i:) V'/O.L ,ll.. ' - to 0+-1 d Ar: examp e : 0.1. ,'{; Ie v v yi ven v-li 'Q\E> c:i. rc~ll& IQn; entl", e 
l(i1;', r09rIAf.ly .Dub~,-is~ed ~~Cl \~& lfieu Enj}~:E~:to por Gus Rech.os 
gl l'urtl 0 t1,O.mJUl.:i..~~t~l;ld..a _,:_~J3.) ' t Indioted (-.y It-n J~cts)~ . and 

1'he Costa i' 1:(.~O:ron\\iiU.6t 1 ax Y.r . ' 1'.1 J1.1" 1 Q4·.I. . it 'contains , '. .. '. ' : . ur c 0. .L 10. .,. 1 , " • " -" ' 
uppenrillg origina', lly Ul ~ t;-;.. ,: :.. .. CUDl'l. · 'stat(. "ents of I::MlIJ.el 
'p,!~.~ty..;,;one :pa~ea . ofo'tt~e , ~on_ .. r ~l\rabtl2., · froJ.j 11)-31 tC,) the pre .. 
?WF~i ~:l1(i .the, ~omn;, \un~~t ShEll Itletn.c . .,J. of eXpof irj''-~the tortueu~ 
sent :d..a¥'/ . '1'1us t ,rf~~~J:t read in Cos~a rUea, . l:l.hcl caused not a 
'I ~~arty J.;i.fi.e"- viaE, " ' . I 

11-t.tla con!aant,· ,: , . 
1 r.eiatien to par.ti.es 01' the n'ight apd to. the 

, '. <- 'l'he Centro.' ~'Ls Il,ot so explic:U;ly doal·t with. .A reuding 
Gut'n.9.~iq Chur0h JOI1S discloses no att.erup·1j to t9rlllulate a spe
a! .i uS lf~~~;. ~a'H Riehtist gro.ups, al tho;.).~h by implication all 
c;J.. ·a;l aPPI'd6.oH -to , vOl'inG speciaJ,. pr'ivilegqs qre cendemned, and 
')reanizations fa'· . 
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the Qoneantrat;Lon of power in few hands is oonuured. '1'he. 
Centro upparelltly l'eel::; t liut t ':le ideoloGY o.f l'ore ign brauds 
of !'~scism does not presently cunt,titute a positive threat 
in Costa idca, but tiny tendency tmmrds di c tutorship of the 
native type i~ instantly uttucked. 

The Centro rtiroly concerns i tselr wit~l the Church other 
thun to advocate complete freedom 01' worship; it doeR, hov.,~ 
ever, tai\.e the position toot Church and ~5tate should be se
parate. 'l'he only otber evidence of its views in this direc
'~;Lon occur red in 1'14';. J when tne COneJ;e~3 wus considering the 
re'pe~l of the ltiw6 of 1884 and 1894 which prohibited the en
try lU'B 6 008'Uti lH. ull1 U1' ~ .. :l.! tSi.f$\,j,. 1;tt-4eu.·... i\1; that time the 
Centro cwne out strongly aGainst repeal, in ~lich attitude, 
it is t~ i.ouGht, it was joined by the lila jori ty of the better 
illforI.led Costa l{icalis. 

'1'11e foregoing exposition has been largely concerned with 
the negutive attitudes of the Centro, hnd it must be pointed 
out that it al~o au.vocates certain positive beliefs. It may 
be obvious to state tlJ.t:I. ·ti the eroul) belioves flrmly in u li
beral and. progressive .dew.ocro.cy'; it also holds that such a 
demooraoy oan be established in Costa Rioe, and can .prove to 
'be ail. e l':r1. t)1tw.u.'U tl0" .rntllaClt lQJ:'LCnly d1 vorgen troll. parti san in
terests. As a first stop thereto the Centro advocates the 
establisllll1ent and continuance of stable political .parties o 

In this corulection, v~iting in Surco, No. 17, October, 1941, 
Gonzalo FECIO Seereda states (trallslation) : 

"It is necessary to cOl .. vince tile honest people of 
the country tllUt they lliUSt not look with horror, 
that they 1I1ust not feur the (u. vision of citizens 
into vt1l'ious political pE4l'ties, beca.use by formu
lHtinl~ tllE·dr programs more cateGorically and by 
establishiI1~ a greater doctrinal separation there 
will ex.ist Clll in·tellectual climate which is more 
propitious for the perfecting of dewocracy since 
the political carupaigns ~dll be the r;~eans of po
pular education." 

stable political parties, then, ill conjunction with platforlils. 
founded on idea.s ra·ther than personalities, 1s tIle first con~ 
crete a.un of ·the Centro. . 

ii further reforIli advocated is the reor~£.tlliza.tion ot the 
aruuinistrative branch of the GoverIlliJ.ent. lit the present time 
in C:ostu Hica a CilaIl~e in ad..ministrutionf> Iilean a wholesale 
turnover not only iil policy-lahkiug officials but also in ad
ministrative officials and employees all down the line. "To 
the victors belong the spoils" is literally ' interpreted, with 
reslA.ltinl~ con:fusioIl a.nd inefficiency. The Centro has indi
cated. thut it would :prefer 'tile estublishment of a rorm of 
civil service based on juerit ra'tller than on porsonal alle~ianc e . 
1'his ret'orfi.l. the Gentro would a.pply not only to the administra
ti ve depart.1>lents of the Government but also to the semi
autonomous (':.overllillent agencies, such as the 'ii'errocarril 'P;Iectri
co al l>ac:l.fico, the novernn.ent-operated railroud to the l)aciric 
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Coast, al~u the BUIlCO Nacional de ~eguros, tl1e Government's 
iI.lsurance lllonopoly, .. 

In tIle l)resent bitter cru'lpai£~ll 1'01' the presidency of 
the HepUblic., the Ceu·tro hus o1'ficially declured itself 
neutrul, umi 11U8 stu ted that it will not , support ei,ther 
oandiufito. Itt> l)osition 1~ thut, being ~ group ~Jl1ich st~nds 
t'Ol" 1d.ctle ,1'tit.hel"than perBotla11tlea, it will remain outsid.e 
of the arena, and will criticize both calididates freely.· 
i;~embers of the organization are free to 1'0110w their personal 
inclination in calilpaigning tlud voting, but the Centro has re
peatedly proclaimed that suoh activities aI'~ not to be con
strued as a deviation from the group's official impartialityo 

Nevertheless, the Centro has been in the paBt year in
creasingly. critical of the administration of President Cal
deron Guard.ia. It has laid special emphusis on the nepotism, 
gra1't .. tlud tU'b,1trary misuse of execut1ve power wh1ch, it holds, 
dna1·u.otro~i~. 1.Ihie ,GoitC!lrument.. 'l'lle eJtpu1eiofl f'l"om. the oountry 
of Jose lIGU",i11ES in 1942 i'or a suppose<ily su bversi ve opeech 
made on tne radio was roundly attacked by the Centro. Dilri.ilar
ly in Lay of this year the Contro was aotive in oppo~ing the 
Administration' s propo~a.l to chunge the election law, 0. I>ro
posal which ViaS generally interpreted as a political move to 
enable the Government better to control tho voting in the 
election of .F'ebruary, lY44. 'l'he eventual withdrawal of this 
project fro1(1 Congress vms considered by the Centro a vict.ory 
for' its causeo 

Criticism 01' the Calderon Guurdin regime by the Centro 
reached its bitterest staee with the publication in surco, 
No. 39, September, 11.)43, 01' an lillegorical article by Roberto 
Fernandez Duran entitled La T~nse;'ianza de 'fairako In this 
article the thinly-disguised figll.reS of the President, .lll.embers 
of .his falllilYj and1l.~o.nuel 1,~oraJ bre represented as ~adually 
aooUJj!ulating all the wealth of a 'nythical country by graft 
and robbery; tileir dynasty is then overthrown., 'fhis artiole 
was reproduced in the Diario of ~30[lte!llber 17, 1943. and start
ed a series of recriminations in the daily press. , Fernandez' 
fa'ther wus a ttucked in the streetrJY a band , of thugs and 
beaten, and the aocus~tion was theI made that the band was 
hired by the Government. Siuce that ti :Le sporadio literary 
snipinG has been carried on by the '~entro on one side and the 
Governrllent aud the Venguardia l)opul~!. party on the othero 

ECONo>nc Vn:'dPOIN'l'~~ 7i THE C3NTRO 

'l'he economic orientution of' the Gentro is :founded upon 
a basic set o:f postulates'. Bri ei'ly, -lihese ill.8.y be described 
as the realization that Costa Rica mw~t of necessity depend 
on agriculture as the main source or its' wealth, and the 
concomitant contention that the econollic life of the coUntry 
should be so ordered that each per~on may receive his just 

portion 
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portion of tnis wealtt. through un efficient orgar:...ization 01' 
the ruefUl::> of pro duct ion anti d. i stri bution. '1'uo COb :,lleri on 
of this orientution is lareely thut of c.;luss:Lo liberal 
economic thou~ht, t)ut I;louified by tinB~:s of Hut ionalj, sm and 
socialisu to Fit the Costa Rican situotion. 

itod.l'igo l?u cio, in his i,;utu<iio flo bre l!:conoDliu Costarricense, 
to which reference IllaS made abovG, has presented a pll1tform 
1'01' the future development of Gostu n.icun econorilY" Since this 
plat,forlu has been auopted. intact by the Centro, it is perhaps \' 
worth quotatiollo The pr ~rarll. is di vided into four phases, and 

. . ' 

is, in 'translution, as 1'olloWG: 

Social bv se: 

EncOUn.lc,el(lent of inu:J.igratioIl under the rigorouD control 
01' tht! ,'jtato, t,wd or'l',unization 01' colonien by economic re
cionso 

FornlHtion of credit cooperatives for the Droduction, pur
cilUse, sale, and dis'l,ri1)ution by sI,all enLerprisors o 

Or.sunLmtion of COlwl~.mers' cooporutives j n cities and 
towns,; 

Cooperative fe~erutionBo 

HeeiOIlb.l agreOli.lellts butween p.r'ouu,cero lind con swners 
cooper&tives. 

l';conOlllic buse: 

l'rogr'essi ve tax on uncul ti va.ted l)roperty 0 

f!;x.propriation, witll payment of lihcir value, of the lunds 
. .; '.: which are considered e ssenliial :for th-'J policy of colonization. 

'. ' 

. . 
.~ 

. " 

j!;stablislunent of bonGed warehousE. ., (with facilities to 
malee cash lonns to S11i.3.11 fo.ri.J.ers Had t·) buy and sell aericul
tural produ.cts or their der1 vati vet,,) dv~.rtl!:ned t 'o guide produc
tion, bo sed on stu ti:::ti C3 ot'proc.uc tion [:LId. consumption', by 
fixillg the prices of purch6s~ allel. sale ani the rate of in
terest all loanse> 

.:.Jciontific orca ;uzation of ihe StutiSi;ics of production 
cHld. c_onsUI,lption. 

01)enills or porl'Gctine of U,e ways of ctlllllliunicution by 
ecolloLllc re5ionso 

lidjusttlent of tile tarif't's of public or )rivate enter
prises of lanet, air, or coa~twise transportat.ion, according 
to the indications 0 :: the ~:; (ia to bonded wurellouse s 0 

Technical ba se: 

Organization of a 'llechnical and Inve<.1tigul',ive Section 
of the Deportm.ent of jig:::iculture, for the sciei,tific stUdy' 
of the necensitiesar.d the possibilities 01: COGtu Hica's 
animal, vegetuble I o.r.d mineral wealth., 

j·;fjtr.; blishment 
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Establls1uilent of ji~xperillit,Hltal :'>tuti,ons ' by regt.ons. 

E6tu'bli~h,iuelltoi' J'lGricu1 t 'ural DE}lflo'rw~trClt ion servi qe. 

OrgaP.iz,at~.on- : '.of rural S'choo,ls a.nd acri CUltU+f:ll schools'. 

l!'oreign commerce" ba se: 

, Adjustment .of the ' functi.oning .of the Board of, 'Kxport 
C.ontr.ol ',.of c.oInmercitll t:ceat'ies "in f.orc~, and.of the tariff 
to the ' ne ce,~si ty .ot, increasi'ng and diversifying ;internal pr.o
ducti.on. 

1)romul(r!At1on .of bilateral oi' multiJ.uteral cOllll •• erciul 
treaties with ,the c.ountr1ef5 o~· Otmt.rul ' fll.1Hl ~o~th Jimerlofl. to 
dispose' -equably of the noti.onal pr.oducti.on , and t.o enlarge the 
"margins" im'pos~d by the Ilurl".owneGS or the Costa Rican market,o 

'Esta blis.hlll~:Hlt .0,1: a pr ogressi ve income taxo' 

Pr.olIlulesatiQn of l':\ ~lX3cid.,l Iml ,or IJ.iui'ruwll salaries tor thf3 
large cof fee ' ' plcUltati.oCls. 

, j}'iAl:n~, the rosp6~J.3ibi11tY of the large coffee plantati.ons 
r .er, n.ot .only ' industrit::l accident,s but , also agrioul turnt a.cei ... 
d~Pt~. ' 

,f.ormnti.on .of' coo'pera~i veg .01' BIaall coffee gr.owers to pr.o
ce~s ,and 'expo;rt tlleir co1'1~~e. 

'~e1ie. :(,i.I'st thing 'vvorthy of COlllilent in ' this program .of the 
Centro is its aware1less .of. t;'le, mOlJ,ocultural nature .of Costa 
Ri.'ca' s , agri ,oultutala',:tlvity, Coffee has been, al1d is J the 
wain stay of her prodttctton ~U\ fi', by furnishing needed r 'oreign 
'exchang'e,' .operates a.s the' maJ.ll,spring .of her e con.omy. Hever
theless, th~, 'Centro advoca.te~, a})andoning the classic theory 
of absol,ute and cO;ilparatlve uct.vantuGe to tlle ext,ent that it" 
feels a dive:i:'sificat'ion .of a.gr1.cultur·al'tl.ctivlty Vlould insure, 
against internal upsets causl'Jd :-,y fluctuations in the Vlorld 
illar ket.. 1.]01' eevel', the grour be li.E:ves 'chat ;the ,te se of owner
ship" of the coff'ee planta t5.ons sl'ould bl~ widened. and by Stu te 
aid and tbe ' estublislunent of coop3rati ve~~ it hopes to 1'ree the 
small landholdf!r froIa tj'~e 'Gradi tit'Hal dom~natien of the large 
erowers and 'processors. ' Ll line V~~ 'I;h this policy the Centro 
pUblic-ly appealed to the Pl'osidei1t, in the J},uri.o of' September 
9 J ' 194), that the GoverlIDlerLt take o·Jer the cofree plantation 
Hacienda Ti"b{uo; ,WhlC;l is located nour Herediu, and was t.o be 
auctioned by the esi,ate of the' late Rat'uel ZAj' 'mA,. The estate 
was th,en t.o bE;} turned .over to a qooperative of the workers elll~ 
ploy'ect there, a ,nd payment 'fiaS to 1e made in fi Vb annual pay- ' 
111ents. It..1.s ~aid that th.s project is Jlreaently being studied 
by the, GovernmentD 

Great ,stres~. is lai.d :Jy the Centro on 'the pOS&~ , bili ties 
to be achieved bJ cooperat,ives; as seen in their pro :.;ram out~ 
lined above theJ fevor br..tJl producers' coeperatives &nd con- ' 

~'u.mers f 
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sUlilers' cooperatives az well as regional agree.r:lents between 
lillem. .Ac(;ortiinli to Hodrigo ~'acio 1/ the advantages to be 
expected frOIU such or<~aIJ.i.zati(;>ns are: the eli"minution of the 
luidlile man, vvho in Costa Hica is often nothing more than a 
speculutor; greater reul \'\1ealtll for the Illembers;" greater 
possibility 01' individual savings; tile accUInult:.tion of oom
LLlwli ty funds to be used for socil:ll purposes; and greater 
educa.tiollul possibilities. Almost all of the Centro's plans 
for tile reform of Costa ... {lcan econoUi.'y contain. SOIlle . .l4ention 
of ~hi's cooparut1 va !Iloveruont. 

The Centro has adopted l:lIl attitude which is intensely 
cri tical of foreie;n imperialis.mj this lis not to say that it 
is accustom.ed 'to attack foreien en terprises per ~, but Lleans 
rather that it is opposed to the easy granting of concessions 
to . foreign capital which in the past he s characterized the 
GoverIUilents of ' the country. llor is the scrutiny brought to 
bear solely on .American enterllt'ises, alt.tloul,,,h a lar~e ~rt of 
its criticiSD~ is !laturully levelled in their direction o 

tor the purpose of better controllin~ foreitj,u capit£1J,is'" 
tic enterprises which operate in the Costa Hican econom.y. 
the Centro divides such enterprises .int 0 three cs. tegories, 
wi th u different mothod of apP'oE1ch devi sed t:or eaoh. Y It'irst, 
there tire urticles whicn nre c·:.' COl:lta Rica!! l)roduction but are 
des ·tirled. · for external consUIilptlon, such uS b&nanas o 'fllUt such 
an enterprise could be .nationalized the Centro holds imprac ·tical, 
for, emone otLer reason~l, lJElrketing 1'£1 cili ties and experience 
are non-exist.ent. .t~S u consequonce, the best course fippoars to 
be the we lcor1ing of forei ,',n cap:. tal, but only after the proposed 
.contract has been carefully i'rar:lod to euurantee that the enter
prise shnll have "stilUulatin.~ efi'ects" on the nationnl economy 0 

In tho secontl category ure J)l£1oed services and goods of foreign 
1Jroduction which aJ:'t} oonoum.(·~ d in tn.o OOI3'lia l·aoaf1 Dlnrket, exwnplos 
being insurance and t;aGolin<3 o ;'Jtd.le it would. be patently im
practical at the preuent t:i.me for Costa Rica to attempt to pro
duce her own gasoline, the Centro fe(~ls that at least the dis
tribution within 'the country could be handled by firms of a na
tional character. I'i~ is · :interestJ.Ilt; to note that recent de
velopments have been moVillt; ill tile direct,ton advocated. by the 
Centro, ror insurance is .10Vl a GOllerruuent monopoly (although 
re-insurunce is handled. by .HlUer iCi~n COIJJ.,Pl.IXdes), aHd the recent
ly passed Labor Code requires tlH:~(; it certl'.in :percentage ' of the 

employees 

1/ :3eo his ·article in Sur~, No. 31, January, 1':)4;: thi3 entire 
edit,ion i~ decti ceteQto the cooperative lJlOVelaent, both in 
it s historical settin; and its relation to Costa Rica o 

2/ Estudio dobra Econolf.~. a Uostarricense, ~. cit. pp. 170-172 
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~mployees 01.' fOl-ei;:;n COl:!pullies be Costa [(ioa11 nationals. 
IIlthe thirCl 011:15:3, the Centro gr'oups ::;orviCeS81ld E:.rticles 
WHich tiro both pr 00. uoed and oonsumed in the oOWltry itself J 

~\'lCJl ~;~ electric power und cigUl·ettt:s. Tllo::.ie, l1' tbey pos
seus n {'loHo,poly thl'oui,;h contl·tlot. the Centro holds IJholJ.ld be 
progressively nutiiolUili!led throuGll anlliliortizution olause in 
the contruct. :-::nterpris as vihich m'o started with fore ign 
caJ)i tal, but; which are not Iiionopollstic ei ther in character 
or by contract, however, are to be enoouraged, fiS they are 
supplyinG U Heed in the Costa Rican marhet, as well as af,ford
ine a murmer of ~uining experience in the industry or oraft, 
which Vlill eventually be of value to the Costa lUcuHs them
selves. Ducll is actually the case in the oigarette field, 
\u~ere U COHl>uny fouIlded by Uti I:;i ve oupitul and operated by 
native labor is suocessfully competing ~ith a oompuny esta-

-blished by - 1'orai~n oapital and skill. 

i'iscal reforms t.lC.tvocuted by the Centro 'include the es
tablishment of an effective graduated incolUe tax, a thorough 
revision of' tH~ ~y :...tel ... OJ:> CUDtO.w.S du tie::), uwl the estublish
I~jent 01' &.n orderly budget syster.l and Moll office siruilar to the 
General jlccountine Off'ic6 o ~/hile realizing the practical 
difficul tieo injlerent in attellpting to pass ,8 bill calling 
for 8 general tax on incoro.es, the Contra believes that the 
present Lothod :)f collecting most of the GoverlU:ient's revenue 
is both economically unsound 8.~d di sastrously orgEUlized o The 
budeetar.v uIld accountine Dystsl ,s' advocated are along the lines 
.t"ecently reoom.r.lendeu to the Co£ta Uica.n Goverrunent by the two 
representutives of the United States Treasury :)epartLlent who 
have been here :')n special _ assigmaents. 

'11he Gentro's position towe.::-d labor and social legislation 
has been (~oll[;istently t"avorable, It hus stated that it favors 
not only the 8e~~uro Social (social security) established by 
the preseIlt l~dLiinistration, 'but ulno advocutes its broudening 
to cover tiU ch groups as goverltlllellt elilploy ses, who at l,re sent 
are not includ:3d in its soope o 

Toward. tte Garantias 00cialos (sociul guarantees) V'Thich 
the adruini::,tru tion of llresident Culderon Guurdiu had included 
in the Constitution, the Centro (efined its position in 
Edi torial ;'3\~ No.2, of };;-flY, 1 :;43, in un 81' ticls by Rodrigo 
ltacio •. 'Blerein (pu{;e 13) it wns stated that (translation): 

;Ie support the sociul €!.laruntees, 1'e cognizinG the real 
worth :/hicll. they have: tho ordorill<~ and completing of 
socia::' laws gradually put in force in the last twenty 
year;:" the relative I;trengthening of the principles by 
thejr elevation to tneconstitutional text, and the 
opJ)jrtuni ty 1'or the diffusion of the neVi concepto of 
so.:i0.1 democra cy j,;l our midst 0 

Til the salue artie-Ie ., however, the Contro expressed the 
fear iihctl~ the social t~uarantees were destined to be in practice 
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sOillethint-~ to whic}:l the poljfticiuIls couid pqlnt to ~ith 
pride I while tl1eB:' enforceJ!Jent by enliGhtened legi sla tion 
unci intellil,;ent adillini stra,tion would be f18g1ectedo 

. ~jJlliJ.{ll.'ly the' CentrOti ~uJ.)ported· tLe p~snuf.~e ' or tli~ ii~": ' 
<,,!U!C$U,!iC"tlI'utoutaf', C6d,iW:) de I':t"fll'btljO ,· (Ltil..HJ1' ,'COtl~), (lleh(}IJ.el1 \ 

r perSOll:3 ):den1iit'i ed i,wi t1f ' the f01iii'~ti ,Coi'1lhunl1 'st Porty !l;I,i'e .' go
, ner~lly b~1i~ved td Imve t~henan active part in its draft
~ iug • . ' DLirAn§i ;:the/J.d~:t>~}'?~ on this l:wasure. the ,Jentro devot'ed 

seve!;i'a:J,. , 9f! ~:t:3 r'fid1C: ;piografils }l.f~d newsp,aper columns to ex- , 
'p~_aihir'lg ithe "<iOlfitrHi6.1 pri.l1c1.ple~" , ;of , )th,e Mill. , However I 
it: is to 'be ' noted tha.t the Centro o'bjecte(l to the method of 
tile pessuge of the measure, which it considered as railroad
in~ the bill through C,oneress without adequute discussio.n of 
some of its contrfve:!'\siul feutures,. j~lso the Centro conside;J.'
all tlwt the 1!1tl'(j~uotlofi of the Coda at ,that time Was uufol:'
tllul_ta I JlIil~OIlt it OD\;,l.cf.. ' 110~ but b~ , a ,b.1t1 ro~ U1bo~· 6 BU'l'port 
1 ·.1 the coming elections 0 \ \. , '\ \~.\ \. , \ , ' 

.... , 'i. \ . ,~~ \ :\"~\. 
\, • • t '" ~ 't 

PH! !.m~NT ~n mU:b"ICAIWB AND FU'l'mm l'03SIBI!"rl'Ib~ 
O!t' tl'llli C:r;Nl~O 

'rile sienificafJI.;e of the Contra at the present time lios 
largelJi in tlw fact that it ropresento ttle first time in Costa 
lUGlln history that a uroup of yolJ.ng intelleotlJ.Ql lelldere hUB 
banded togetner to make a serious effort towards improving i-J 
conditions in the country in a oomparatively dininteres'tied _ I 4 

manner. Ii,'oreover I 'the movement has not, as so often happens, 
spli t into d,issidel,t factions, but in the course of three 
years has remained a cohesive unit with steadily erowine; ap
peal .lnd supporto 

Public reaction to the activities of the Centro hus been 
lare,.,)ly favorable " By its ni:-. ture, of course , 1 t ha s drawn 
the greal;est purt. 01' its bac}:ing from u.rban and literate 

, sources, and it:'''~!liains to be seen vvhether or not it will be 
cap.:,ble of ef1'ec:.1 '\rely carrying 1 ts · niessage to the small land-
holler and peasant. !I'OI' it is this group which traditionally 
follows the POpt ,hlI' leader rather tHun' forming its poli tical 
afJiliutions on the basis of a progr&ill offered. Also, it lliUSt 
be r81Jle1l1berud li .l.at Ltle propu,6unda of the Centro is rathor 
sc.101arly, una ther ;:~fore does not }Jo:~sess the emotional appea.l 
by which the Ccstadcan people are accuntoJ led to be swayed" 

On the pod ti v I! side it may be sa id that among the edu
(;ited, particularly in San Joso, the movement is recognized 
(~s sincere anej inteJ,lieent ; its IdeIhbers are gElllerally res
pected for their brIlliance and hone~3ty, and there is a feel
:Lng thut it is 'the '1:'83t-informed group in the country. Its 
ad.rllirers cut across pi;~rty lines, &ltuough nt the moment a 
large sec tion of i t:~ ~!upport come s frOii1 persons and groups 
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uutagonistic to, the Adr:titlistrat:ioll,., Also it sh.ould be lu
(licu,ted tlwt Costu Hie-a is pel'l'1Up!:3 tile ollly GouIltryof Celltr~, l 

f 
.. !uerica in which such a ruo,velllent ,could l>e undertaken with any 

,I 

hope of success, for the population 'i s undoubtedly above the 
level of its neighbors in l,ite:racy" education, ar.id interest 
ill public tif I'airo 0; 

J 

/ 
T1Lt3 rutUl'e, 'po~elJ.tial of tile CEH'tro i ~ difi':f,.cult to esti

Llute, for itci(3pends upon L1uny 'Vi:.ll'b,ble factors, ooli11 humun 
and circumstaIlcial'~Un1;il tIle pres ,:uG the movement has been' 
d,ev<:rtiec!, solely to study Ui1d , publfo.i.:~1ng~ t 's findings and atti
tudes, and tilere have blien but ,few :J~r,enuouo at 'cnolm on it ' 
frolli the outside and i·mH~rc.i~ 1nl.;e~; !'tl ting 1rlflutlllCHHl 1'roJ11. w1-th
in~In 1S/4/+, ' ,however, \rlt6,ri ,and :11' !tl'ull scul~ ' polf tical 'party 
is ' launched, 'the , pr,ess~re ' on. the .or~l 'iztit.t'on will be greater, 
and attempts to .eli scrcdj"t l.t,' Dlo:r;e fhilUent.. l,lre~dy, l'or , ex-

, am pIe, the centro: htis .. ~een freely crlt~ cized for' Hoberto Ji'er
nando'zt ar'ticlenttackin.~, ~be Pr~sid3nti"d fa.oiily referred to 
above " and ili' is , felt th:lt SOr.1,7 of ilis pr "stige we-,s lost by 
desc'end.ing to s ueh a peJ.'sonal level o ' 

, One ,LUUl::lt also t ,ake into acc')unt Gile faot ':' Qat the various 
Cel}tris ta,s , are .. vli thou't II uoh expeJ ie!pe 1n actu" ,l lJractical 
political , muneuver'in&. nut t '.tley ' (\l'(.l young, intt11l't:,ent"cmd 
inUil,strious, and given time and l)(~rsev~r&nce they c"! learn o 

I. 

I 

" 

Kuch .will also depe~l(t )L thei!, in1 tial c~oice of cand.eta tes,. 
s1.ou1d ,they present :tht~l ! j,n tllecClllgres':l1.onal elElctiOl" of 
1')46 0 At present 'they have no IilenbeT.!3 of sufficient pO~~tical 
s:thtur,,~ to command Ct 3ubE,!,-,antial fol'lo'r!i.i.ltj, ' cU i,tithe que::.tJ.."l 
0.1 how much they wiL'_ be '"dllin~ 'jO ccmprm;ise their pre~ent 

I 

s l.;rict plclt.1'orm t.o .'_~d in a \i:ner en ts and. JJ.o~sl ',Ie leaders w:', 11 be 

O()! 
" I 
~, 

an increasiIl~ly imp'Jrtant one. 'f 
, In the final flIlEllysis the Centl'v hUB as ~ssets ycuth, iJ.l-~~ 

tell.a..gellce, t'inall(ial resources, [:~H~ t 11e oI\ly concreto l)l'O e ram 
for Costu Hica S8 'J e that oitha ' Vun g.J.CJl'd:in Populur }'arty • Its ' 
future will be lll' l~ely what it choo:t1S t o flake it" , t 

, \) 1 

~Approved: 

gd'vvard. G.- Trueblood 
decand ~ecretary 

JJj , v~n~s'ion 1). 'Jatrous 
1'1iru secretary 
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