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‘ Jok ! I have the honor to transmit herewith a detailed report

‘prepared at my request by Third Secretary Livingston D. Watrous4
on the Centro para El Estudio de Problemas Nacionales, a non-! °
partisan civic organization composed of young Costa Rican busi-
ness and professional men, which is endeavoring to bring a
scientific viewpoint to the study of the social, economic and
political problems of Costa Rica. As Mr., Watrous' report points .
out, the Centro represents one of the few organizations with a
concrete program for the welfare of the country. The Centro is
. also endeavoring to introduce a party or institutional approach
to politics here, which, as the Department is aware, customarily
revolve around individuals. While the present influence of the
TTLentro is perhaps not great, it is steadily bringing its view-
points to the attention of the public here and it may well evolve
into an organism of definite political importance in the future, i
For this reason, it is believed the Department will find Mr. |
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BL CENTRO PARA EL 20TUDIO DB
PROBL.MAS Ni CIONALES

Prepaaéd'by Livingston D, iatrous

HISTORY AND ORGANIZATION

The present Centro Paru El Estudio de Problemas
Nacionales (Center for the study of lational lroblems)
is the outgrowth of an ided conceived, early in 1940,

: by a group of young Costa Rican intellectuuls and 1aw

3 students, This group, rortuitously thrown together by
i the common age of its members, was further integrated

' by their discovery thut they shared lurgely siwilar
attitudes concerning the political und economic affairs
or' Costa Rica. .anmong those who were at thnat time study-
ing at the ksouslu de lerecho (Law ehool) and who [elt
the unifying force of their community of interests were

/ézf/o '914

?W'Q:_ numbered the following: Gabriel DEN sabian DOBLLS,
s —_— Gonzalo FACIO Segreda, QArigo FACIO Brenes Daniel

Oi)UBLR,,Jorbe ROSSI, Fernaldo FOURNILK (e, wuernén GON-
LALSY Gutiérrez, and Alberto CalAde These, joined by
Isaunc AUQOFEIFL, Roberto FuriaNDILY burén, Campo PALACINO
%., Rafael ZUNIGA T., alvaro GONWALWZ slvarado, and [
Oton ACOsi's Jiménez, were the nucleus from which the ?
Centro was to grow,

IFLAMI AT L

One of the salient characteristics of this group
is that they alsiost all are from well known Costa Rican
families, which assures tihem attention from at least
: AL tiue upper stratum of this country's social structure,
'f“?'“'y Also, neny of tihem are independently wealthy or are
¥ from wealthy families, and it must be iept in mind that
the politicul and economic history of Costa lica has up
(R to the present been influenced to no swall degree by
Yo the attitude of uvhe wealthy and socially prominent class,
2he Finally, the group was and is young, extresely intelli-
gent, unu apparently entirely sincere.

ARG W

The main factor which brought tne Tentro into belng ”ﬁ o |
as a unified entity was tie common conviction of its soRnE
founders that no material progress could be achieved to-~
wards making Costa Rica a progressive and stable deno-
cracy without a clearly defined policy in economic and

political
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palitical.fields: and without the intelligent admiuis-
o tion of public affuirs by honest snd enlightened

 erriusiaies ey shared tlie opinion that Costa Rica had
suffered .rom ul excess OI' perseunulisme, thut ia, that
its cours3:s of action 1ad too often been influenced by
personal ceasons, and its politics by personal and fami-
1y counections, They believed that corruption was sap-
ping the strength of the body politic. Taey felt that
there wus no continuioy to bind together the succeeding
administrations. 3y believed that public opinion was
nos beins sufficieably informed and sroused over the im-
pﬁrtant‘issues of lwe day, and saw no reason why this
thould het be done. In short, they thought that the
sime had come to r:place the traditional government of
men by cne of laws,

At first the ceetings of the group were entirely
informel, but as vley found that their opinions were be-
ing orystallized they decided to become'a permanent
body ard work tow:rds a definite goal, Accordingly on
the fizst of Mar¢i, 1940, they set themselves up as the
Centro Para El Bfiudio De Problemas Nacionmales, and out-
Tined for GhemF-/€8 a concrete progream. In essence,
their plan w@ L0 spend the first year of their corporate
existence ;4 Sty then to spend two years in publiciz=-
ing the? Tindinge and drawizg up & platform, and in the
Tourt' Year to laursh a national political party.-

From the beginniug of ths organization, the Centro
<48 had the active sujport of two well known figures in
Costa Rica's intellectral world, Professor Roberte BRUNES
Mesén, and Licenciado Tmilio VALVERDE- Vege. The former,
formerly Minister of Lducation in the Costa Rican Govern-
luent anq for.over twenty years a proféssor in Northwestern
Uplver31ty, 18 one of the outstanding Liberals active in
hls.ceuntry's_po;itical Scene, altoough his cynical and
%gtlfungrcn point of view has decreased his importance.,
His yeﬁrsqu'rgsidence in the United States, however,
coupled with his interest in politics, have rendered him
Tamilier with the best of Liberal tlougnht, and it has been
his influence as much as that of any one man which can be
said to hdve oriented the views of the Centro. kloreover,
he took an active part in encouraging the group's organi-
zation, and has been one of its staunchest suppqrters fQ?
the past three years of its existence. R R S

Licenciado Emilio Valverde, a professor at the Ts-
cuela de Derecho, has also aided the Centro in its strugele
to prominence,. 4 naturalized Costa Rican of Spanish. origin,
he is known to political observers as being well Left of
Center, and by some is suspected of having Communist lean-
ings.  In view, however, of the position taken by the
Q?HEPQ ig‘regard to Communism; which is discussef later,
this 1§ 1ot considered likely. Others feel that Valverde
hopes - to maky use of his friendship with the Centro to

further
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further his own political ambitions, but this is of course
impossible of substantiution. :hat is certain is that he
. nas been u steady supporter of the Centro's policies, aud
© hes aided in its publisning enterprises through a publish-
ing house in which he has an interest,

The quantitative growth of the Centro in the three
. years since its inception has been slow but steady, until
it now enjoys a wewbership of perhaps two hundred. The
| newbers have been curafully selected, and the original
eharaecteristies of yeubu and 1ntellestual abtuinment have
been maintained. The members are for the most part in
their late twenties or early thirties,

while the Centro was launched with no formal charter
or constitution, a set of rules has grown up with time;
thus the niembers are divided into two categories, active
and regular, The active members, numbering about forty,
are those who have been members of the Centro for at least
a yeur, or who have perforumed sucih work that the Assembly
of sctive iembers snall have made them active members, Tue

oerdinary members are axpeeted to earry out suel projects as
are assipgned them, with the prospect of beconing active

nembers after a year, :

- In the past six months the Centro has organized "Sec—
tions" in the cities of Cartago, lieredia, and Puntarenas;
while these are still small numericully, an endeavor has
been made to obtain the membershlip of the outstanding
young men of those localities, undoubtedly with an eye to
the Centro's future political plauns, Sections"™ are also
to be organized in other cities and towns when suffiocient
interest manifests itself,

T'he organizational structure of the cCentro is worth
examination, for it shows not only the formal manner by
winich the unit is made operative, but also indicates in
what directions lie its principal interests, l/ There is
first the Centro de Lstudios (Center of Studies), which

~comprises all tne members ol the group, This body, which
meets once a week, is divided into "couwmissions" for the
purpose of bpeciallzed study; the "Commissions™, with their
chiefs, are as follows: -

Agriculture, I HER

;/ A thorough exposition of the body's organization may be
found in Surco, No. 39, September, 1943, pp. 5-6




| REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

,,\' ‘ & 4 };\‘ 7 X l“]’ f’ﬁfc&% ,/AL
‘S;J&L_m: Dyt

e e

Agriculture, Induutrie@ and Public Jorks
“ubineer Luis Antonio VILLALOBOS

Social und Geononic Affairs: )
LicenciadO'Rodrigo FACIO Brenes,

Mnaiice, Bankiug and Coruierce:
Rafael Alberto N TOA Lristano

fducation: ‘ '
Profesasor Carlos LOIGE Alfearo.

Internal Government and Lerlslat10n°
Licenciado iArnoldo JIMLNJ savaleta.

Foreign nffairs..
‘Licenciado Fernando FOURNIZER Acuila,

Healths _
Iicenciado Héctor VINDAsa

The second organizationul body is the Asamblea de
Mienbros Activos (Assembly of aActive ! embers) , which . as
men-ioned above, comprises those members wha have been
active over the period of a year,. or .those members who have
 in some way particularly distinguished themselves in the
service of the Centro., The function of the Assembly is
thay of the "supreme direction of the movement™., It approves
the publications, and assigns members their various duties,
The internal organization of Lhe Centro is regulated by a
Junta Yirestiva (Direotive Board) picked from the Assembly,
once & yea:'; at the present time the president of the Junta
is Jorge Rossi Chavarria, tue Vice President Luls Antonio
Villulobos, the Secretary Hanuel intonio UBSADA, and the
Tre;Surey Jaime ALLEN'G&I‘I'O°

Bl Comité wmjecutivo (uﬁecut ve vommittea) is composed
of riJhL active members eleuted by the Assembly for & year,-
und is r2sponsible. to that body for the carrying out of the’
progran of the Centro. At the pressnt time the members of
‘the zxecutive Committee, with their duties, are as follows:

0t5n ACOSTA Jiménez :
Director of Publications in the piario de Costa Rica

Alverto F, Calias = . <
Director of radio progruans, and Secrebary of the
Committee,

Licenciado Paul CHAVERRI Radriguez
Director of Publications in La liora

Licenclado Rodrigo FiCIO Brenes
Director of ‘Secticas, anil Coordinutor of the Committee,

ILicenciado

_»;“m___;
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Licenciado Gonzalo IiCIO Segreda
birector of Comuissions of the Center of itudies.

i Gerardo FSRUAKDE? Durdn
Director of the maguzine Surco.

Professor Carlos LONGE Alfaro
Director of Propaganda.

S ——

B ‘Rafael Alberto ZUNIGA Tristén
¢ Director of the tooperative iiovement,

B #hile frow. the foreszoing it might appear that the

Lt structure of the Centro is over-organized, in practice it |
® gseems to function with a high degree of cohesive efficiency. !

. Partially, doubtless, tihis is attributable to the fact that

# the key positions are ii the hancs of a few persons, and it |
g is these persous who nave teken eetive charge of the organi- I
% zation since its inception, \

The collection of funds, so often the cause of diffi- LJ
culties in such enterprises, nas not been a serious problem
for the Centro. There is no initiation fee for membership, 411
nor do uiembers puy a fixsed quota after Jjoining; according i
to one of tie directors of the movement, each member must ‘}
‘make a monthly contribusion of at least one colon (approxi-
nately y0.18). RBecauss, as stated above, many of the mem- b
bers are wealthy thi-: nethod sufiices to insure the moderate :
operating expenses -f the orgunization. At tle present time il
their disbursemenrs are not heavy, for their newspaper publi- 1@
city is carried (2 withcut cost, and the monthly magazine, i
Surco, is sely ¢upporting by reason of its paid advertising.
Tt is probab™®, 1n fact, thal the orgenization is slowly ac-
cuwaulating ¢ Surplus upon which to draw when the Centro.
actively -dters the political arena. |

S

— 7T

PROPAGANDA 1'EDIA

., 4@t the moment the Centro employs four methods of publi~
cizing the results of its investfgazions and studies. pThese
are, 1n the chronological order of their appearance, a monthly
magazine, a weekly newspuper commentary, published works on
specific questions, and a weekly radio program,

.burco, the monthly review which is edited by the Centro, 7117
and fhicn sServes as an official mouthpiece for the movement, il ;
was 3ta;ted by a group of the members of the Centro, but was | |
at Tirst ?ntirely unconnected with that group. The original
%Qea, adnittedly that of Professor Roberto BRLNLS i.esén, was - 1y

nitfounding Of a fortnigutly review to be concerned with .
gut ur;{ and intellectual wmaterial. The pro ject was carried ' | ‘
iﬁ gog 1eot‘by a half dozen young intellectuals of San José, ; 1
el onpgnxtwitn a simi;arly interested group of San Rawodn , f |
<o september 15, 1940 the rirst number was published. At l

Fu:ﬁoﬁ?esx{on of' Professor Isaac AVONFEINA the name sSurco 1
devei W) war bestowed upon it, to symbolize the openinyg and

opment of a finer cultural field in Costa Rican thought,

The |
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_Theapurticipants,in'San'Ramén, how.ver, lost interest
8 gradually in the undertaking, and the direction of the re~
W yiew.passed increasingly into-the hands of.the San Joaé

W pund, &ll of whom were Uentristus, In Jenuary, 1941, ac=

s cordingly, the Centro dseided Go . take over the publication
WM ond maice of it their official mouthplece. ITu February of
the sawme, year appeared nunber nine of ‘the review, which was
subtitled "the organ of tie Centro para el Zstudio de Pro-
blemas Nacionales"g

from the original cojy, with sixteen pages and a print~
ing of two nundred and fifby,cogies,'Surco_has grown to the
point whers it now encompasses thirty or forty pages, has
six hundred subscribers, &nd sells some two thousand copies

on the stends each month, Indiv.dual c¢oples are sold for

colones 0,20 (approximately §0.04), and a yearly subscrip-

tion is ottuinable for colones 2.0v (approiimately $0e35)e

gix or seven pages of advertising a"e carried, and thiisy’
together with the paid circulution, meets the costs of
publicaticn, :

g Oy 0 R S

p—— ——

i Fach edition of the mgezine curies an eaitorlal,

‘% wvhich is -he of ficial "line" of the Jentroy on some subject ;
i vihich has been chosen and discussed.:y the members beforehand,

¥  The editorial may tale the form of ciltlcism. of some phase |

% of Costa Rican politicel or economic .ifwe, or it muy be a didac- \b
k. tlc essay on some reford the adoption of which the Centro is’ !

“currently advocatings 5

The remaini-é ®lx to.a dozen artiAas are ostensibly re-

flections of trs Wricers' personsl opiniois and viewpoints,

sut in pract?ve bhe najority of them ars wiitten by Centristas,
und are i

utccord with the policy of tha 4fCip as a whole, The
% Litles o? e few of the erticles may servs tO ‘ndicate along
@ hut liper sheir attention is focussed. :

#
B
%“~ _ 1~S'Cudcepciuneg de @amoéracia (Two Conceplons of QL
2. ‘Deuocracy)!'oy 0Lén ACOOTA, Mo. 22, April. 19,2, -P

N

Regu?i%gtgcién rfiscal (rizcal Rehabilitation), .y - Et
Licenciado Ratael Angel ROJAS, Wo. 2,, Fuy, 2, &

i Desarrollo de 1l:&s Cooperativos en diversos paises
Z_*' - europeos (bevelopment of Gooperatives in various

i
, Luropzan Countries), by Licenciado Tmilio VALVBLDE “ !1
) No. 31, January, 1943, ' J

5351

Un progruma'costagyicenSe de Rectificaciones ¥conimicas i
(II) (4 Costa Pican Prograi of tconomic Rectiffcatfon),
by Rodrigo FACIO, KNo. 39, September, 1943,

Poems and literary eriticism appear from time to vuime, '

but the tone is generally along the lines indicated aboves

Also, some interviews are printed, as witness the one with f
V%qente LQ&BARDO Toledano, the lexican labor leader, ic No, |
31, January, 1y43. Infrequently translutions are made of

[
N o1 T V . | ‘ |
arblcles'by American writers on political and economic events, ' % (
1§uqh a$ Walter Lippmann, - ‘ | ‘

s it

Burly {1
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darly in 1942 the Centro amplified its public criticism
by publlghing once a week a column in the Diario de Costa
Rica and a column in La Hora, 3an Jousé mornlnb and evening
papers, These columns, under the byline Accidénm del Centro,
were made possible by Sr. Otilio ULaTI{, owner-editor of the
pupers, who permitted the Centro to use the column once a
week without charge. ‘uoreOVer, whenever any event of out-
standing sigunificance occurs in Costa Rica, such as, for
example, the pussage of' the recent Labor Code, the uentro
is granted extra spuce in which to give its analysis of the
event.

Tiie publications in the press differ froun those of Surco
mainly in that they are less detailed studies of a general
nature than they are comui.entaries on local political and 1
economic phenomena of current interest. Thus they are less l
scholarly, but for the average reader they have perhaps more
appeal, in that they deal with events of the local scene which
are the news ltems of the moment, LR

» ~ e S

The third method by which the Centro presents its case ‘
to the public is known as tie Lditorial Surco. Under this i
heading the Centro from time to time publisnes somewhat more ||
lengthy studies upon specific phiases of Josta Rican life. !
fhe first study so to appear, published in 1942, was Istudio 'J
Sobre Economia Costerricense (Study of Costa ?1can conomy) E
by Rodrigo FiCl0. This work, on the basis of which Sr. Facio ED'
was awarded the title of licenciado by the Law School in
October, 1y4l, is a detailed asnalysis, some 175 pages long,
which treats the economy of Costa Rica from colonial times
to the present day. It includes u suggested platform for the
econonic development of Tosta Rica in line with the tenets of
the Centro, and the work has been adopted by the group as the
cornerstone on which it hopes to erect & more orderly national
economy. The book, the contents of which are discussed below,
shows thorough economic training and sound scholarship; it can
safely be said that it is among the best thought out and most
stimulating recent native works on the subject,

-

The second publication of XZditorial Surco, by no neans . i
as ambitious as the first, is also by Gr. Faclo; it is a swmall "l
pamphlet entitled il Centro &nte Las Garantias Sociules (The ’
Centro and Social Guarantees) adumbruting the Centro's posi-
tion relative to sonme of the social legislation of President
CaLDERON Guardia's administration. This pamphlet appeared
early in 1943,

T

These publications appear at no regular interval, and of ﬁ
course require more preparation than do either the magazine J i
or newspaper articles. According to sr. Faclo, however, !
further publications of Hditorial Surco are in the process ‘
of study and preparation; ;

} The fourth method employed by the Centro to propapendize
its viewpoint is the radio. For approximately the past six

) : months
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months radio station La Voz de la Dewocracia (The Voice of
Democracy) has granted the organization a free Lalf hour on
the air between 7:00 and #:30 p.m. every Thursday evening.
Various speakers of the Cenlro utilize this time to discuss
current topics; tae talks serve to supplenent Lhe articles
wiilch appear in the press, and uare generally concerned with
similar themes. Also, because the Centro has been increas-
ingly critical of the present administruation, the radio sta-
tion Titania, which is again in operation after the attack
on it of a few months ago, has granted the Centro the privi-
lege of using its microphone at any time it wishes. Mo
churge is made for any time so used by the Centro.

It will be seen from the above that the Centro has suc-
cessfully assured itself a hearing through the various media
avuilable, 'Tirough press, magazlnes, books, aund radio its

messnse is earried to & growing audlence. It is hoped, of
course, by the Centristas that eventually thelr audience will

be sufficiently enlarged and that positive action favorable
to their cause may result.

POLITICAL IDEOILOGY OF THI CTINTRO

The general political orientation of the Centro might be
said to be slightly Left of Center. Its complexion may per-
haps best be described as Nineteenth Century ILiberalism par-
t1ally modified by 3elentific Bocialism., Tor, as its name
indicates, a fundamental tenet of the movement is that all
political and ecomnomic phenomena are to be scientifically

studied before the course of the body politic is to be charted.

Implied, wmoreover, is a faith in the dignity of man and the
need for freedow and equality for all men. igain as its name
indicates, its riein field of interest is Cousta Rica; while
world events and movements are closely followed, they are unot
of interest per se but rather are studied with a view towards
their probable influence on, and possible integrution with,

"~ the Costa Rican scena, ‘Ihus we may quickly sketch the posi-
tion of the Centro in regard to world affairs,

First of all it should be unoted that its attitude is

- warmly pro-iamerican, In part this is explicable by the fact
that many of its members . have either studied in the United
States or have at sowme time lived there. snd because they
are well educated and intellectually curious they are fami-
liar with, and to some extenli naturally influenced by, the
best recent American Liberal thougut. Being young, they have
grown up in the kra of the Good Neighbor, and are appreciative
of the United Stutes' recognition of the coming of age of
Latin America, Nonetheless, this attitude does not preclude
their looking critically at any activity of ours which might
be construed as an attempt to buy friendship below the Border,

Their disapproval of the traditional "Yankee Imperialism™ will
be discussed below,

The
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The Centro realizes tlat lecause ot

in size and strength Gosta Rick gamnot éa;;; ljfmim“m"
leadership in politvical affairi. Tt jpua¢ re to world

low the lead of the Unlted State. i, reu(;vtgn hecasaity roi-
events, und to this pcsition Lhe engpg g fflb9 world
alimys provided - and about $his lgy pecy dl'ly Teconciled,
United States does not return to & 'wi,g O,Q?Ply - that
lowing this war as 1t 3id alter thevgg, - .
glthough little touched in iis techauvl°as le.war effort,

ed fully., An officer of the Centro lu. 4 ,i,’e‘”{s,.,is Support-
relating to the post wer organizatior of Y24 that probleps
sently being studied, but 0 date no ronoulorld are pre-
made on the subject, 8 *t has beap

.Vis-d-vis the freguertly discussel proposition l%an
politicel unification of lentral Amerisza, the C?ntr9n oéﬁei
the stand, which is typie:l of Costs Ricen opinion 1 nzltime
that the idea is excell:st in theory but at the presecould
unrealizable in practice, They feel that the Schemi re this
only be accomplished by = fusion of peoples, el be i America
would be possible, the vacious governments of Centri tator-
would have to relinquish their charscteristics of b rence
ship. oince it is felt that this is an unlikely occ%ibn
in the near future, the matter is given little atten "

One of the dowminant rtvitudes of thé 'Jéﬁ%?@ﬁh&ﬂ b?irsl lt?
consistent and bitter oppcsition to Commuinisi.. Bince T
inception, and unlike meny younyg ifiveilec tual vELI“?PP“(;’mmcia,,_~
present era, the Centro haa'been.uggQinqb§¥ in its de Jotale
tion of any form of Communism, whethiéF ims€yrnational or

: A - Y+; naec
A considerable part of the Centro's pregram . of publ}fuudes of

been devoted to the denunciation of ths ac@?"éggr,JManuel
the Communist Party in Costa Rica, and 118 .4t aiminishea
MORA. This hostility has not ""V,Q,uérdiu Popular and, in
by the Party's change of name §9'3d}%- in G >
e%fect‘ theyParty'sgpresant-parti:fpdLiggrichg:seizgtigg
caupaign on the side of the Governmea% iti@soto discredit it

PPeat Ui wodoubline the:0entrts GaEIVALLES 5O . A P
oo ?3Q0§€éi§§ﬁ%¥6\s york in this direction is a pamph-
‘3251‘2‘22?1“ 3 el 808 g ven Wl ie SiRmuiEtaon; eutitlsd
Bl Purtigp'ﬁégnnii ter cha COB 1ea En_plciggo por Sus Hechos
TThe Gosta HiGHA & SoMRILBL 1 st e e AR
uppeariug origihafiiﬁrin EEEEQ'.SO' %1733}%§'eiggJSflEaggﬁiﬂlnu
thirty~one paéesv'ofahhe,contfn@;;ggio f;oﬂtl931 to %he.;re-
qug;@nd,theigomm.mné?t.gﬁai me%hOJ'é?’exposinthhe tor tuous
ﬁ;g;é%a%iﬂégnls trefely read in Costa RMica, and caused not a

AHE" was, : .
little cormente - ' '
' s relation to parties of the Right and to the

y . The Centrofsls}nQF so0 expliciltly dealt with. A reading
utholic Church jons discloses no attemph to formulate a spe-

ot '65 ynbli atis ighti T ey & vl i 4.

s appféﬁ&ﬁ.g}’ R‘%hglst_grou;mi.a}thoﬁfh by implication all
: - %Q voring special privileges are condemned, and

organizations fa° - ' :

the

e

-

.

s b

IR



cap g LT o e

: REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

DECLASSIF

IED

- 105 =

the concentration of power in few hands is censured. The
Centro apparently feels that the ideology of foreign brands
of frascism does not presenlly constitute a positive threat
in Costa iiica, but any tendency towards dictatorship of the
native type is instantly attucked,

The Centro rarely concerns itself with the Church other
tihhan to advocate complete freedow of worship; it does, how=-
ever, take the position that Church and 3tate should be se-
parate. 'The only other evidence of its views in this direc-
tlon occurred in 1yiR, when the Congress was considering the

repeal of the luws of 1884 and 1894 which prohlblted the en=-
try 1060 Jdosta iica of religleum erdare. AL that time the

Centro came out strongly against repeal, in which attitude,
it is t.ought, it was Jjoined by the ma jority ol the better
iuforned Costa iticans.

The foregoing exposition has been largely concerned with
the negative attitudes of the Centro, and it must be pointed
out that it also savocates certuin positive bheliefs. It may
be obvious to state that the group believes firmly in a 1li~
beral and progressive democracy; it also holds that such a
democracy can be established in Costa Rica, and can prove to
be an eiricient government largely divorced frow partisan in-
terests., As a first step thereto the Centro advocates the
establishment and continuance of stable political parties.

In this connection, writing in Surco, No. 17, October, 1941,
Gonzalo FaCI0 Segreda states (trauslation):

"T{ is necessary to couvince tne honest people of
the country thut they must not look with norror,
that they must not fear the division of citizens
into various political parties, because by formu-
lating their programs more categorically and by
establishing a greater doctrinual separation there
will exist an intellectual climate which is more
propitious for the perfecting of dewocracy since
the political campaigns will be the reans of po-
pular education."

Stable political parties, then, in conjunction with platforms.
founded on ideas rather than personalities, is the first con-
crete aim of the Centro. )

4 further reform advocated is the reorganization of the
aduinistrative branch of' the Government. it the present time
in Costa Rica a cuange in aduministrations mean a wholesale
turnover not only in policy-wmaking ofricials but also in ad-
ministrative officials and employees all down the line, "To

the victors belon;; the spoils"™ is literally interpreted, with'

resulting confusion and inefficiency. The Centro has indi-
cated that it would prerler tne establisiment of a form of
civii service bused on wmerit rather than on personal allegianc
This reform the Ceniro would &pply not only to the administra-
tive departuwents of the Government but also to the semi-
autonomous Government agencies, such as the Werrocarril Tléctr

co al lacifico, the (lovernmant-operated railroud to the Pacific

Coast,
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Coast, aua the Bunco Nacional de Seguros, tue Government's
insurance monopoly.

In the present bitter campaign for tue presidency of
the Republic, the Centro has officially declured itself
neutrul, and has stutea that it will not support either

, cundiuate. Its position is thuti being a group which stunds
es

for ideas rether than personalit , 1t will remain outside
of the arena, and will criticize both caudidates freely.
Liembers of the organization are free to follow their personal
inclination in campaigning and voting, but the Centro has re-
peatedly proclaimed that such activities are not to be con-
strued as a deviation from the group's official impartiality.

. Nevertheless, the Centro has been in the past year in-
creasingly. critical of the administration of President Cal-
derdn Guardia. It has laid special emphusis on the nepotism,
graft, and arbitrary misuse of executive power whicn, it holds,
sharucterize this Goverument.. The expulsion from the country
of José FIGUEZRES in 1942 tor a supposedly subversive speech
niade on tne radio was roundly attacked by the Centro. Similar-
ly in lLiay of this year the Centro was active in opposing the
Administration's proposal to change the election law, a pro-
posal which was generally interpreted as a political move to
enable the Government better to control the voting in the

~election of fFebruary, 1944. The eventual withdrawal of this

project froi Conzress was considered by the Centro a victory
for its cause. .

Criticism of the Calderén Guardia regime by the Centro
reached its bitterest stage with the publication in Surco,
No. 59, September, 1943, of an ullegorical article by Roberto
Fernédndez burdn entitled La HEnseianza de Tairak., In this
article tue thinly-disguised figures of the President, members
of nis family, and lLianuel iiora, sre represented as gradually
accumulating all the wealth of a mythical country by graft
and robbery; their dynasty is thea overthrown., 'This article
was reproduced in the Jiario of September 17, 1943, and start-
ed a series of recriminations in tiie daily press.. Fernéndez'
fatner wus attacked in the street ny a band of thugs and
beaten, and the accusation was the: made that the band was
hired by the Government., Since that ti.e sporadic literary
sniping has been carried on by the Jentro on one side and the
Government aund the Vanguardia Popular party on the other,

ECONOMIC VIRWPOINTS ¥ THE CINTRO

The economic orientation of the Centro is founded upon
a basic set of postulates, Brierfly, these may be described
as the realization that Costa Rica must of necessity depend
on agriculture as the main source of 1ts wealth, and the
concomitant contention that the econonic life of the couuntry
should be so ordered that each person may receive his just

portion

ki
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portion of tuis wealth through an efricient organization of
the means of production and aistribution. Tie comnlexion
of this orientation is largely that of classie liberal
econonic thought, but modified by tinges of nutionalism and
socialisn to it the Costa Rican situation.

Rodrigo Feclo, in his Istudio Sobre iconomia Costarricense,
to which reference was made above, nas presented a platform
for the future development of Costa Ricun economy. Since this b
platforu has been aaopted intact by the Centro, it is perhaps \r
g worth quotation, The program is divided into four phases, and
: is, in translation, as follows:

Social base: \

Encouragement of immigration under the rigorous control

of the state, aud orpenization of colonies by economic re-
zions,

Formutlion of credit coopereatives for the production, pur-
chase, sale, and dislriobution by srall enterprisers,

Oreganization of consumers' cooperatives in cities and
townse

k ' Cooperative Tederations,

Regionul agrecments between producers and consumers
by e cooperatives.

Kconomic base:

h Progressive tax on uncultivated property.

wxpropriation, witi payment'of their value, of the lands
which are considered essential for ths policy of colonization.

wstablishment of bonded warehouse:s (with facilities to
make cash loans to small farwers and to buy and sell agricul-
tural products or tueir derivatives) designed to guide produc-
tion, based on statisties of procuction ¢nd consumption, by

fixing the prices of purchase and sale ani the rate of in-
terest on loanus.

.J ;
i Scientific oryganization of the stutisiics of production |
1.0 1 and consumption,

g

|
T Opening or perfecting of the ways of communicution by ' i 1
yasee-f ecouomnic regions, i

sdjustment of tie tariffs of public¢ or ivate enter- H \
prises of land, air, or coartwise transportation, according | _§
i+ . | to the indications oI the &cate bonded warehouses,

‘“u § Technical base:

Orzanization of a Technical and Investigalive Section,
of the Departument of isgriculture, for the scientific study
of the necessities aid the possibilities of Coste Rica's
animal, vegetuble, ard mineral wealth,

Mstublishment i j
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Bstablishment of Axperimental Ltations by regions,
Establishment of sgricultural Demonstration service.
Organization of rural schools and agricultdrﬁl schools,

Foreign commerce.base~

AdJustment of the functlonwng of the Board of hxport
Control, of commercial treaties in force, and of the tariff
to the- nece»slty of increasing and diversifying lnternal pro-
duction,

vromulgation of bilateral or multilateral comu.ercial
treaties with the countries of Central end vouth America, to
dispose equably of the national production and to enlarge the
"margins" imposed by the narrowness of the Costa Ricah market.

m—

Tstablishment of a progressive income tax. |
Promulgatiaon of a special law .of minimum salaries for the I
large cof fee plantations. A
Aixing. the rLSpbnglbility of’ the large coff'ee plantations ‘1‘
for not only 1ndustria1 accidents but also agricultural acci~ B

formation of coopcrd.iVes of small coffee growers to pro- ?
c8ss and cxport their coiiee.

TR

Tie first thing worthy of coiment in this program of the
Centro is its awareness of iie mopocultural nature of Costa
Rica's agrioultural activity. Coffee has been, und is, the J
mainstey of her production and, dy furnishing needed foreign f
exchange, operates as the m&ivsprinb of her economy. [lever=- § l

e

theless, the Centro advocate: abaudoning the classic theory

of absolute and comparative advantlage to the extent that it -

- feels a diversification of agrnvu]tumal activity would insure
against internal upsets caused Ly fluctuations in the world

market, lioreover, the grouy believes that ‘the base of owner-
ship of the coffee plantations siould be widened, and by State
ald and the establishment of coopiratives it hopes to free the
small landholder from tite traditicnal domination of the large
growers aud processors. ‘Ii line with this policy the Centro
publicly appealed to the President, in the Qiario of September
9, 1943, that the Governmeut take over the c¢iffee plantation 3

haCLenda Tibds, whici is located near Herediu., and was to be %
auctioned by the estate of the late Rafael ZAr2RA, The estate

was then to be turned over to a COOperative ol vthe workers em-

ployed there, and payment vas to be made in five annual pay-

ments. It 15 sald that th.s project is presently being studied

by therGovernmenta

7T

Great stress is lald oy the Centro on the poss'bilities
to be achieved by cooperaiives; as seen in their prozram out=
lined above they favor both preducers' cooperatives =nd econ-

aumers’ |

4 -
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sumers' cooperatives as well as regional agreerients between
tnem, Asccording to Rodrigo Fucio ;/ the advantages to be
expected frow such organizations are: the elimination of the
siddle man, who in Costa Rica is often nothing more than a
speculator; greater real wealth for the members; greater
possibility of iundividual savings; tie accumulution of com-
wunity funds to be used for social purposes; and greater
educational possibilities,s Almost all of the Centro's plans
for tane reform of Costa Kican econowy contain some mention
of this cooperative movement,

The Centro has adopted an attitude which is intensely
critical or foreign imperialism; this is not to say that it
is accustomed to attack foreign enterprises per se, but means
rather that it is opposed to the easy granting of concessions
to foreign capital which in the past has characterized the
Governments of the country. Ilor is the scrutiny brought to
bear solely on American enterprises, althoupsh a large part of
its criticism is unaturally levselled in their direction,

For tne purpose ol better controlling foreign capitalis~
tic enterprises which operate in the Costa Rican econony,
the Centro divides such enterprises into three categories,
with & different mcthod of apjroach devised for each, 2{ First,
tiiere ure articles whien are ¢ Costa Rican production but are
destined for external consuumption, such us bunanas. 'That such
an enterprise could be nationalized the Centro holds impractical,
for, amonyg, otler reasons, warkellng facilities and experience
are non-existent. 4s a consequence, the best course uappears to
be tie welconming of foreign capltal, but only after the proposed
contract has been carefully frarmed to gusrantee that the enter-
prise shall have "stimulating elSects" on the national economy,
In the second category ure placed services and goods of foreign
production which are consumed in the Costa Rican market, exumples
being insurance and gasoline, While it would be patently im-
practical at the present time for Costa Rica to attempt to pro-
duce her own gasoline, the Centro feels that at least the dis-
tribution within the couniry could be handled by firms of a na-
tional character. It is- interesting to note that recent de-
velcpuents have been moving in tie direction advocated. by the
Centro, for insurance is uow a Government monopoly (although
re-insurance is handled by smericen compuanies), and the recent-
ly passed Labor Code requires thal a certein percentage of the

employees

l/ See his article in surzo, No. 31, Janusry, 1vyh3: this entire.
edition is dedicated to the cooperative movement, both in
its historical settin; and its relation to Zosta Rica.

2/ Estudio sobre Teonorla Costarricense, op. cit. pp. 170-172
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employees of foreigzn coupunies be Costu Xican nationals.

In the third class, the Centro groups services and articles
wiich are botih produced and consumed in the country itself,
sucld s electric power and cigarettes, Tliese, 1f they pos-
sess & uonopoly through contruaet, the Centro holds should be
progressively nutionalized through an amortization clause in
the contract. »Hnterprises wiich are started with foreign
capital, bul which are not monopolistic either in character
or by contract, iliowever, are to be encouwrapged, as they are
supplying a need in the Costa Rican market, as well as afford-
ing & manner of guining experience in the industry or craft,
which will eventually be of value to the Costa Ricaus them~
selves., Such is actually the case in the cigarette field,
wiere a cowpuny founded by native capitul and operated by
native labor is successfully competling with a company esta-
blished by foreign capitel and skill,

fiscal reforms aavocated by the Centro ‘include the es-
tablishment of an effective zraduated incowe tax, a thorough
revision of tlie usyostein of custows duties, aud the establish-
rient of an orderly budgebt systew and an office similar to the
General .sccounting Office., ‘While realizing the practical
difficulties lniierent in atteupting to pass a bill calling
for a general tax on incomes, the Centro believes that the
present rethod of collecting rmost of the Covernment's revenue
is both economically unsound and disastrously organizeds The
budgetary and accounting systen.s advocated are along the lines
recently recommended to the Cotfta Rican Government by the two
representatives of the United States Treasury Department who
have been here Hn special assiguments.

The Centro's position toward labor and social legislation
has been consistently favorablie, It has stated that it favors
not only the Seguro Social (social security) established by
the present sndministration, but zlso advocates its dbroadening

to cover such groups as govermmeut employees, who at present
are not includad in its scope.

Toward the Garantias Sociales (sociul guarantees) which
the administration of President Culderdén Guardia had included
in the Constitution, the Centro (efined its position in
Bditorial 3urco No. 2, of Nay, 143, in an article by Rodrigo
Facio., .Therein (page 13) it was stated that (translation):

de supyport tihe sociul guarantees, recognizing the real
worti whiclk they have: the orderin; and completing of
social laws gradually put in force in the last twenty
years, the relative strengthening of the principles by
their elevation to tane constitutional text, and the
opportunity for the diffusion of the new concepts of
so:ial democracy iu our midst,

Jo the same article, however, the Centro expressed the
fear chal the social guarantees were destined to be in practice

something

h
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souwething to wiich the pollti01anb could pqint to with
pride, while tuneir enforceyent by enllkhtened legislation
and intelligent aaulnistraﬁlon would be neglected,

ulmllarly‘tne'vantro/supported Lhe passaje of the Ad-
miuiahruhian'n Qbddpo de I'rubuig (Labor Code), ulthouph
!persons identified'with. the iormerrbammunibt Party ‘are’ ge~
nerally pelidved t0 have taken an active part in its draft-
ing. - Durdng thelidebyte on this neasure the Jentro devoted
sevepral, qé its rd&dio programs. and uewspaper columns to ex-
p"&ihlnb ‘the "dogtrinel principles™ of the bill, However,

it. is to be noted that the Centro objetted t¢ the method of
the passuge of the measure, which it considered as railroad-
ing the bill through Congress without adequute discussion of
some of its controversial features. Also the Centro consider-
ed that the introﬁuction of the Code at that time was unfor-
tunata, einee it oould nee but e g bld ror Laber's support
ia the coming elections, !
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PReGENT STONIFICANCE AND FU'LURE l’OSSIBILITIbS
OF THE CENTRO

Tue significance of the Centro at the present time lies
largely in the faci that 1t represents the first time in Costa
Rican history that a group of young intellectual leaders has
banded togetuer to make a serious effort towards improving /7
conditions in the country in a comparatively disinterested
manner. koreover, the movement las not, as so often happens,
split into dissident factions, but in the course of three
years has remained a cohesive unit with steadily growing ap-
peal and support,

Public react/on to the uctivities of the Centro has been
largsly favorable, By its neture, of course, it has drawn
the greatest part of 1ts backing from urban and literate
.sources, and it :emains to be seen whether or not it will be
capible of effec:ively carrying its message to thesmall land-
holler and peasant. For it is this group which traditionally
follows the poptlar leader rather tanan forming its political
affiliations on the basis ol a progrem offered. 4lso, it must
be remembered t.at lhe propuagands of the Centro is rather
scaolarly, and ther:fore does not possess the emotional appeal
by which the Ccsta #lcan people are accustorned to be swayed.,

On the positive side it may be said that among the edu-
cited, particularly in San José, the movement is recognized
28 slncere and intelligent; its rnembers are generally res-
pected for their brilliance and honesty, and there is a feel-
ing that it is the heat-informed group in the country. Its
admirers cut across perty lines, altnough at the moment a
large section of ite support comes from persons and groups

antagonistic
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f uutagonistic'to<the Administration.. Also it should be in-

dicuted tinut Costa Rica is peranaps the only country of Central
swerica in which such a movement could be undertaken with any
nope of success, for the population is undoubtedly above the
level of its neighbors in literacy, aducation, and interest

in public affairs. ; :

The future pobential of tue Centro is difficult to esti-
uate, for 1t depends upon many variuble factors, both human
and circumstancial.  Until lne pressabt the movement has been
devoted solely to study and publicizing its findings and atti-
tudes, and there have baen bub few strenuous attacks on 1t
from the outslde and fewér cisintegsating inrluences from with-
ins In 194k, however, vihen and if & full scale political party
is launched, the pressuie on the organiz&tion will be greater,
and attempts to diseredit 1t more fraquent. Alresdy, for ex-

‘ample, the Centro has been freely criticized for Rloberto Mer-

nédndez' article attackin the Presidantial family referred to
above, and iv is felt that som2 of 1its pPrestige wes lost by
descending to such a penrsonal level, ' _

- One .must. also take into account che fact “hat the various

Centristas are without nuch exper ienze im actuel wractical

political maneuvering. But they arc young, inteli'yent,. and
imdustrious, and given time and perseverance they ca, learn,
Much will also depend 5t their initial choice of canugtes.
suould they present ther in the cougressional electior qp
lyhk6, At oresent they have no menbers of sufficient postieal
stature to command a subsbantial following, -and the quecti.y
of how much they will be willing %0 ccmpromise their present
strict plutform to galn adnerents and possisle leaders will bhe
an increasingly impsrtant one,

. In the final nnalysis the Centro hus as ussets ycuth, in-
telldigence, Tinancial resouwrces, ana the ornly conerete program
for Costa Rica save that of the Vangiardia Populsr Parsty. Its
future will be lirgely what it chooses to nake it.

Approved:

wdward G. Trueblood _ Livingsson 1. 'Watrous
second Secretary . 1hird Secretary
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