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Ly dear Sroac,
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It Is very hard for us to get any information

aboul anything outside Guatemela City, harder still
anything about the rezmote district of the Petén, znd
hardest of &all anything about tne Caribbean Legion,
but I started a ball relling to try to find out if
this Time report was true, which I doubted.

However, todey I was able to questiion the Uni ted
States Chargé d'affzires on this subject and he told
me thaltl the members of the Legion being brought back
from Costa Rica were geing to Poptdn but only because
this was a remoie airfield where Oobservation would be
difficult. The Cuatemalan Government tried to kKeep
everytiing abcut the Legion secret. Some of the
Legion were, he understood, Lo be dispersed,but not
disbanded, and cthers would bhe concentrated at
Ssquipulas which is about ten miles from the frontier
with the Republic of nonduras, and remcte from British
Honduras,

This sounds quite reasonable, so I have dropoed
Yy enguiries, which would have Leen very cifficult
ANYWaYy .
I ame..
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30th Cctober, 1948,
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1 am trying very hard to guess Guatemala's action
and, if possible, %o kKeep one Jump ahead bui unfor tu=dtely
they are jumping very fast.

L’I'; » H -C}.ng

legram No. 9%
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"TIME™ WMaGAZINE ISSUE CF 25th October, 19438,

CENTRAL AMERICA.

WINGS CVER TACHO.

The general sailed his flet-brimmeg Pershing-siyle
campaicn hat on to =z table, and sagged into s chintz-
covered chair, Scowling across the parior of his klanagua
hilitop mansion, Nicaragua's Dictator anastasio ("Tacho")
Somoza grumbled: ] 4ig everything I could 1o prevent
what is coming, but there's no way to keep the peace in
Central America. For Years Nicaragua's GUARDI A NACI ONAaL
has stood like & Chinese wall in Central Anerica, stopping
irouble from geing north and scuth. God Knows I 'm a
palient man, but there is nothing I can do now. The
firszworks may start any time——maybe tomorrow, !

Tacho shifted his Paunch and glowered at the 15-foot
allicator across the room. "The man responsible for this
mess is arévalo, up in Guatemala,” he growled. Tacho had
heard that Arévalo was making jokes: M gt him tall about
sending me flowers. I1'11 send them over to him first. He
Plans to attack Honduras and MNicaragua. He has Just mede a
pact with Figueres of Costa Rica, Prio Socarrds of Cuba, and
the Caribbean Communist tramps to destroy the peace of

entral America. He is responsible for Central LAmericals
coming war."

LEND-LEASE. Tt was not only Guatemala's President ardwalo
who was prodding Tacho Somoza last week. There was alsc a
variegated group of political exiles, self-zprointed znemies
of tropical dictators, who called themselves the Caribbean
Legion. Llast spring they had flown at leazst 2% planeloads
of arms from CGuatemala right around Tacho's Chinese wall and
landed them in Costa Rica—where they helped Generzl José
Figueres install a government that bears no love for Scmoza,

Since that victory, the Legion's Ueminican colonels and
nerals have been drilling 150 Nicaraguan youths on Figueres!?
° Lonejo farm, just cutside San Josd. For Figueres (who
wows that Costa Rican counter-revelutionaries are also drilling
n Tacho's side of the border}, the situatiocn nas been a littie
emparrassing. The Cariboean Legicn and its friends have been
looking for a way tc get on with their business wikhou
leaving Figueres on the spot.
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BETWESN TWO FIRES? The airliftls destination suggested that
the Legion might be turning its attention for *he moment io
donduras, where UDictator Tiburcic Carfas nad Just won a
carefully staged election,

Sut last week Tacho swore he would 10t e flanked
"You think I'm going to let them put me be £

ol The batile for lanagua willi be fought ri
tegucigalpa. whem the first Legionaire pokes his nose in, %he
JLAKDLIA will be there %o pot him.n
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